


• Free in store consultation

• We recommend quantities needed and suggest varieties 
 for your budget

• Largest selection of Beer, Craft Beer, Kegs, Wine, Liquor, and 
 Cigars in the area

• We accept returns* and free delivery

• Large quantity discounts on your favorite brands

• Large variety of gifts available for your wedding party

McHenry Beverage Shoppe 
24465 Garrett Hwy., McHenry, MD 21541

301-387-5518   1-800-495-5518
www.mchenrybeverageshoppe.com

Wedding Cakes, Pies, Cupcakes, Cookies,
and special occasion cakes are available from

Mountain Flour Bakery
24586 Garrett Hwy., McHenry, MD 21541 

301-387-4075   240-442-5354
www.mountainflourbakery.com

*Spirit returns can only be accepted if product is unfit for consumption, beverages that have been 
chilled cannot be accepted for returns. Products pruchased in error can be returned.
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Rt. 219 – McHenry, Maryland – Deep Creek Lake
September thru May:  Friday, Saturday, Sunday

Summer Hours:  7 Days a Week
301-387-6268     deepcreekfunland.com

              Winter Hours:

Arcade Open Year Round

Go Carts & Mini Golf

Available Weather Permitting

See webSite for HourS
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Robert Moses “Lefty” Grove is finally getting the local 
recognition he deserves. The Major League Baseball Hall 
of Fame member has been immortalized with a larger than 
life statue and park in his hometown of Lonaconing, MD.
From the planning stages in 2015, the Lefty Grove Memorial 
Committee realized their dream with a dedication ceremony 
held at the park on June 22, 2019, at the corner of Main 
and Union Streets, Lonaconing. Numerous local residents 
and businesses helped make this dream become a reality, along 
with construction and landscaping by Harbel Construction 
and sign fabrication and design by Advertising Art Design, 
Inc. (producers of Mountain Discoveries magazine).
With the statue of Lefty delivering a fast ball and interpretive 
signage of how a small town kid from Western Maryland 
became one of the greatest to play the game, the park brings 
Lefty to life in his hometown.  

Lefty Grove Park Completed 
   in his hometown of Lonaconing, Maryland

Photography by: Lance C. Bell

top: View of Lefty grove park from home plate.

inset: Sculptor Susan Luery and Lefty grove Memorial 
committee chairman, Bucky Schriver, unveil the bronze 

statue at the dedication ceremony.

right: one of the six interpretive signs in the park, 
depicting the life and baseball career of Lefty grove.

Advertising Art Design, Inc. would like to thank Harbel 
Construction employees, Dennis Wigfield, Gary Ryan, 

and Bill Harris for their help in transporting and installing 
the fabricated signage.
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Enjoy the beauty of the fall season in the mountains as 
Garrett County, Maryland, celebrates the 52nd anniversary 
of their annual Autumn Glory Festival, presented by the 
Garrett County Chamber of Commerce.  Since 1968, the 
combination of scenic beauty, cultural events, and enter-
tainment makes the fall festival a premier event. Two large 
parades, live music, band competitions, antique and craft 
shows and much more will be held from October 9 – 13, 
2019. This five-day celebration of autumn offers a wide 
variety of things to do indoors or outdoors. 
Take in the breathtaking views of the spectacular Fall 
Foliage by driving or biking one, or both, of the county’s 
2019 Autumn Glory Fall Foliage Tours. Head to visitdeep 

creek.com or the Garrett County Visitors Center in 
McHenry to pick up the full map and directions.

The Garrett County Chamber of Commerce’s annual 
Autumn Glory Kickoff Dinner, featuring networking, 
dinner and a recognition of the annual Autumn Glory 
Golden Ambassador, will kick off the festival on Wednes-
day, October 9.  

Thursday features an Oktoberfest dinner, oompah band 
and a fireman’s parade. The week continues with historic 
area tours, antique and craft shows, fine arts event, farm-
ers’ market, musical entertainment, a quilt show, corn 
maze, food and drink specials, horseback trail rides, shop-
ping specials and a wide variety of other activities.

The Official Maryland State Banjo & Mandolin Cham-
pionships, Friday at 7 p.m., features banjo and mandolin 
contestants of all ages competing for top honors.

Written by: Sarah Duck           
     Photography by: Lance C. Bell 
       

  52nd

Annual Autumn Glory Festival — 
    October 9 – 13, 2019
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PHOTO PROVIDED BY GARRETT COUNTY CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
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On Saturday, October 12, the Garrett County Chamber 
of Commerce’s Annual Autumn Glory Grand Feature 
Parade begins at 1 p.m. Over 100 entries including, floats, 
clowns, and bands increase the festival atmosphere. That 
day also will feature the Western Maryland Tournament of 
Bands at 6 p.m. with high school field show competition, 
as well as the Official Maryland State Fiddle Championship 
at 7 p.m. at Southern High School.

Antique and Craft shows continue Sunday, joined by the 
Autumn Glory Festival Car Show and a no-hands Sundae 
eating contest at Lakeside Creamery.

In 2018, Travel & Leisure listed Oakland, MD, as the 
number 2 Best Town for Fall Colors in America and in 
2017, TripAdvisor selected Oakland, MD, as one of 20 Best 
Fall Vacations in America for Seeing Autumn Foliage. 
Also in 2017, Oakland, MD, was selected by U.S. News 
and World Report as one of 50 Small Towns Across 
America with Gorgeous Fall Foliage, MSN.com listed 
Oakland as one of the prettiest leaf peeping towns in the 
U.S. and Readers Digest listed Garrett County as one of 
the 11 Road Trips That Showcase Stunning Fall Foliage 
You Need to Take This Autumn.

For more details about the 52nd Annual Autumn Glory 
Festival, please log onto visitdeepcreek.com/52nd-

annual-autumn-glory-festival or call 888.387.5237 or 
301.387.4386. The Garrett County Chamber also serves 
as the Destination Marketing Organization and Heritage 
Area Management entity for the County.

garrett county chamber of commerce
15 Visitors center drive McHenry, Md 21541

301.387.4386  •  visitdeepcreek.com



 8 M o u n t a i n   D i S C o v e r i e S       

perk insres taur ants .com
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Written by: Lori Y. Brown, Ed.D.          
     Photography supplied by: Leon Cardiff 
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Three Pounds
When Oakland resident Leon Cardiff chose to enlist in 
the U.S. Air Force in 1969, he understood the dedication 
required to defend the values and mission of this branch 
of the U.S. Armed Forces. But at the young age of 18, he 
never expected this decision to serve his country would 
eventually have him embarking on a special mission—that 
of providing fast, safe, and reliable air transportation for 
the president and vice president of the United States, as 
well as other key leaders of the U.S. government.

According to rules and regulations of the draft on physical 
requirements at that time, Leon’s military journey should 
not have begun. He immediately faced a roadblock in 
meeting one of the Air Force’s enlistment prerequisites. 
He shared, “I was fortunate enough to even get into the 
Air Force because I actually did not weigh enough for my 
height. I had to get a waiver because I was three pounds 
underweight. I weighed 112 lbs, and there was a minimum 
requirement of 115 lbs.”

After enlistment and basic training, he was stationed in 
Tennessee, where he finished preparations as a ground radio 
operator and then served for 19 consecutive months in 
Vietnam. Leon’s first nine years of military service molded 
his dedication, commitment, and personal growth. 

Special Duty

Eventually being stationed at Offutt Air Force Base in 
Omaha, Nebraska, Leon had his first experience in the 
area of national security. In this position, he handled 
long-range, high frequency radios, switchboards, and data 

Boeing 707, Vc-137c – “air Force one” – SaM 27000

inset:  Leon cardiff enlisted in the U.S. air Force 
at the young age of 18.

Air Force One and Air Force Two
    “SAM Fox” Travel
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transmissions. In 1978, he began serving as an airborne 
radio operator/communications specialist, flying missions 
and standing alert duty aboard the 
National Emergency Airborne 
Command Post (pronounced 
“kneecap”).

In 1982, he received a special 
duty assignment to serve at 
Andrews Air Force Base in Prince 
George’s County. When Leon 
arrived there, his job transitioned to 
flying with government VIPs and 
handling on-board communi-
cations and avionics main-
tenance of aircrafts during 
transport. He indicated, 
“When I got to Andrews, 
I started flying on ‘low-level 
missions’—transporting con-
gressional delegations on their 
fact-finding tours around the world. 
We flew on the Boeing VC-135, which didn’t have a 
window at every seat for passengers to view the outside 
world.” These often were weekend trips to a place such 
as Lebanon or longer trips to places like New Zealand, 
Pakistan, or India. The journeys sometimes presented long 
crew days, having quick turn-around times to ensure 
congressional members and their staff returned to Wash-
ington for Monday morning meetings and schedules.

From there, Leon “moved up” to flying with senators, 
secretaries of state, and eventually, the vice president. To 
be considered for this assigned special duty required that 
an open position become available. Leon said this was a 
rarity: “At the time, anybody who got there, unless they 
made a very egregious mistake in their personal life or 
something of that nature, was there until they retired 
from the military.” 

These missions became extremely busy ones for Leon. 
When he transitioned to the Boeing VC-137 aircraft 
(with windows for all passengers), his assignments often 
were secretary of state flights to the Middle East—shuttle 
diplomacy missions traveling between places like Tel Aviv, 
Cairo, Jordan, Syria, and Saudi Arabia. Onboard Teletype 
(TTY) devices transmitted and received typed information 
through electrical “pulses” over duplex high frequency radio 
channels. Typed characters were encrypted, decrypted, 
and then printed. Compared to modern electronic 
communication, TTY transmission rates were slow (under 
100 words per minute).

The communications 
team consisted of two 

(sometimes three) 
Communications Systems 

Operators (CSO). One 
CSO handled teletypesetting 

of outgoing messages to agencies in Washington or 
embassies overseas while a second machine received 

incoming messages for the secretary of state. Simultaneously, 
another CSO handled voice communications with Andrews 
AFB, coordinated duplex high frequency data, and over-
saw position reporting to air traffic control when a flight 
was over oceanic areas. With few satellites used for voice 
in the early 1980s, all communication with Washington 
on VIP flights occurred by high frequency radio.

Special Air Mission (SAM Fox)

Since 1943, the U.S. Air Force has fulfilled the key role of 
transporting the president and other high-ranking govern-
ment officials around the world, in addition to transporting 
foreign dignitaries throughout the United States. Referred 
to as Special Air Mission (SAM) aircraft, these executive 
airlifts support travel requirements of presidents and their 
representatives, while also symbolizing the government, 
goals, and citizens of the United States.

Personnel of the U.S. Air Force’s 89th Airlift Wing, 
stationed at Joint Base Andrews, oversee operations. The 
term “SAM Fox” is part of the aircraft call sign. When 
combined with an aircraft tail number, this call sign 
differentiates VIP missions from other military and 
civilian flights. The term also sums up the extraordinary 
professionalism and dedication of the 89th Airlift Wing 
toward perfection in the execution of its mission. 
Ultimately, SAM Fox encompasses those serving our 
nation’s leaders and foreign dignitaries while being trans-
ported aboard SAM aircraft as well as the attitudes by 

Some of Leon’s memorabilia 
from air Force one. top left: 

89th Vice presidential air 
Force two challenge coin;  

right: air Force one 
challenge coin; Middle: Sam 
Fox pin. Lower left: 75 Year 

presidential aircrew air 
Service coin; Lower right: 
Sam Fox challenge coin.
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which they serve. The “SAM Fox standard” is simply this, 
excellence in all and by all.

When the president is on board, the aircraft’s call sign 
changes to “Air Force One.” This change was instituted in 
1953, when President Eisenhower’s plane Columbine II 
faced a near-collision as a result of two planes having the 
same call number and entering the same airspace. Air traffic 
controllers confused Eisenhower’s plane Air Force 8610 
with commercial plane Eastern 8610.

SAM Aircraft
SAM aircraft have a distinctive blue and white paint scheme, 
with the American flag displayed on the tail. Since redesign 
under the direction of President John F. Kennedy, the words 
“United States of America” also are exhibited on the plane’s 
fuselage. When the President Airlift Group (PAG) trans-
ports the president on Air Force One, the Seal of the 
President of the United States is seen on the front area of 
the aircraft.

The first presidential aircraft, which served President 
Franklin D. Roosevelt, was the Douglas VC-54C Skymaster. 
The plane, officially named The Flying White House, acquired 
the unofficial nickname Sacred Cow because of its unique 
qualities and security features. In fact, a battery-powered 
elevator was installed at the rear of the plane for Roosevelt 
to board easily while in his wheelchair.

In 1947, President Harry S. Truman saw the introduction 
of a second aircraft—the Douglas VC-118, otherwise 
known as The Independence. This nickname was suggested 

by the aircraft’s pilot in honor of 
Truman’s hometown of Indepen-
dence, Missouri. One of the most 
historic flights made by this aircraft 
involved Truman’s travels to Wake 
Island in the western Pacific Ocean 
to meet with General Douglas 
MacArthur for discussions about the 
Korean War.

A pilot himself, President Dwight 
D. Eisenhower flew on the Lockheed 
VC-121E from 1954-61. In honor 
of his wife Mamie, Eisenhower 
chose the name Columbine III after 
the official state flower of Colorado. 
Instead of traditional champagne to 
christen the plane, Mrs. Eisenhower 
used a bottle of water from Colorado, 

the state where she had spent her formative years and 
where, at the age of 19, she married the future president.

The first jet propulsion aircraft built for presidential travel 
was the Boeing VC-137C, bearing the call sign “SAM 
Two-Six-Thousand” (tail number 26000). While “Air 
Force One” serves as the call sign of any U.S. Air Force air-
craft carrying the president, the official call sign changes to 
“Air Force Two” when the vice president is being transported. 
In its history, SAM 26000 has carried eight presidents: 
Kennedy, Johnson, Nixon, Ford, Carter, Reagan, George 
H.W. Bush, and Clinton. It also has the historical distinc-
tion of returning President Kennedy’s casket to Washington 
after his assassination in Dallas, Texas. After 36 years of 
service and more than 13,000 flying hours, SAM 26000 was 
retired by the U.S. Air Force in 1998. It is now displayed 
as a walk-through exhibit at the National Museum of the 
Air Force in Dayton, Ohio.

While additional aircraft, including smaller jets that 
maneuver tight runways, have continued to serve as trans-
portation for the president and other high-raking govern-
ment officials, the highly customized Boeing 747-200B 
series jets, carrying tail codes 28000 and 29000, currently 
serve as “The Flying White House” for the president no 
matter where he is traveling.

Expert Trust 
The Latin phrase experto crede—trust in one experienced
— is the official motto of the United States Air Force’s 
89th Airlift Wing. Personnel are part of a team, working 
together to provide all aspects of global transportation for 

the second presidental aircraft, which served president Harry S. truman, was 
known as The Independence in honor of truman’s hometown of independence, Mo.
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their nation’s leaders. Leon is the first to admit that such 
an honor is not a one-person endeavor: “Even those people 
who don’t fly—the ground people, the supply people, the 
maintenance individuals, the people who polish the planes, 
the people at finance, all the ‘little people’—it took all of 
them to enable me to get on the airplane and accomplish 
the mission of safely and securely transporting our nation’s 
leaders to every continent around the world.”

He continued, “Every time the wheel of the aircraft would 
stop at the chalk mark at the destination airport, the second 
hand of the clock would also hit the designated time on 
the dot as to the arrival time of that mission. No matter 
what dignitary was being flown, the first impression of the 
blue and white aircraft from the United States of America 
set a tone of professionalism for those watching. Precision 
of accomplishing our mission was the goal
 

of all, whether it was a meal prepared, a comfort provided, 
or a ground party synchronizing their watches—all the 
little things that made each trip possible.”

It truly did not matter who was inside the aircraft. The crew 
viewed every aspect of each SAM Fox flight as a representa-
tion of the United States of America around the world.

The Early Bush Era
Some of Leon’s most memorable experiences occurred 
while being on the campaign trail with then Vice President 
George H. W. Bush and Mrs. Bush in 1988. He remembered 
this as a hard, rigorous time—especially for the Bushes 
who were making approximately three campaign stops 
a day. During that time, though, Leon said the plane’s 
atmosphere was always upbeat.

He recalled American country music artist Crystal Gayle 
being onboard, flying on a return trip from California. 
He chuckled, “She let her hair down, and it seemed like 
only being an inch from touching the floor!” Both country 
music fans, the Bushes also hosted Lee Greenwood, known 
for his signature song “God Bless the U.S.A.” 

above:  Leon on the steps of 
air Force two.

Left:  Memorabilia from the Bush era.

One day when Vice President Bush was campaigning in 
Seattle, Washington, Leon mischievously concocted an 
idea. The movie Cocktails, featuring Bob Marley’s version 

of “Don’t Worry. Be Happy,” had recently been released. 
Leon went to a local record store and purchased the 
song (he was quick to note that these were days before 

artists took umbrage for utilizing their music). At the time, 
the plane’s now-vintage cassette deck was tied into the 
communication system for “official” boarding music. On 
a cassette tape, he recorded both “God Bless the U.S.A.” 
and “Don’t Worry. Be Happy.” As the plane began taxiing 
the runway, Leon pushed play! To the delight of the Bushes, 
the routine continued for several stops on the campaign 
trail. Leon still treasures this cassette, one of many items 
reminding him of the human side that exists alongside 
such a specialized journey.

Although the vice president was often busy with official 
duties, Mrs. Bush and he often interacted with the crew. 
Leon fondly recalls Mrs. Bush’s exchanges, especially. He 
shared, “She always made everyone feel so relaxed when 
they were flying with her and providing a service to the 
vice president. She made everyone feel like we were part 
of the story.” At times when she was ready to disembark 
the aircraft, Mrs. Bush would stop to chat with the crew. 
Innocently, she would tap a crew member’s shoulder and 
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ask, “Do you know where we’re at?” The crew member 
politely would reply, “Yes, ma’am, we’re in Albuquerque” 
(or wherever they were at the time) to which she would 
quickly banter, “Ok, don’t go anywhere until we get back.”

This same congenial demeanor became notorious of Mrs. 
Bush’s character. On one flight, Leon had a book she had 
written titled C. Fred’s Story: A Dog’s Life tucked away, not 
to be seen. The book, written through the eyes of the Bush’s 
golden cocker spaniel, recounted Fred’s adventures as he 
traveled with the Bush family and met celebrities, royalty, 
and heads of state. When Mrs. Bush walked by, she asked 
Leon, “What are you reading?” He reluctantly pulled the 
book out and gave it to her. She flipped it open and said, 
“Hmmm, there’s something wrong with this book.” Turning 
to an aide, she asked, “Do we have Fred’s autograph with 
us?” The aide gave an affirmative nod, so Mrs. Bush asked 
Leon if she could borrow the book for Fred to autograph it. 
She then teased, “If you don’t mind, maybe we’ll even let 
the vice president sign it, too.”

The Golden Odyssey
Each step of Leon’s military journey became a quest of the 
unknown filled with unique opportunities. On one trip 
to India and Nepal, U.S. Senator John Glenn (the first 
American to orbit the Earth when he circled it three times 
in 1962) was onboard. As the plane departed Katmandu, 
Glenn entered the cockpit area with his wife. He looked 
out the window and said, “So that’s what Mt. Everest looks 
like from down here!”

Leon’s last official flight, with then Secretary of Defense 
Dick Cheney, was dubbed “The Golden Odyssey” by its 
crew. This whirlwind trans-continental tour included stops 
in France, Portugal, Germany, England, Italy, Ireland, 
Alaska, Hawaii, American Samoa, and Australia. “Surpris-
ingly enough,” Leon reflected, “we all sometimes know or 
tell ourselves when it’s time to retire and move on.”

But how did someone who has been to over 70 foreign 
countries and visited historic places such as Moscow’s Red 
Square, the Great Wall of China, the Taj Mahal, and the 
Pyramids of Giza arrive at a final destination of the western-
most county of Maryland?

“As it turned out, I retired from the Air Force with over 
20 years of service and then got a job at the U.S. Treasury 
Department for three years. At the time, my in-laws lived 
at Deep Creek Lake. My wife and I were living in Prince 
George’s County with our kids—one in elementary and 
the other in middle school.” After a little bit of thought and 

as part of a new adventure, his family decided to uproot 
and move west to Garrett County.

In 1999, Leon graduated from Frostburg State University, 
where he received a degree in history, 30 years after grad-
uating high school and beginning his military service. 
Immersing himself in service to the Mountain Lake Park 
community, Leon has refereed local sporting events, oper-
ated a sporting goods store in Oakland for 10 years, and 
become an active member of Lions Clubs International. 
He shared, “Customer service was always a priority for me, 
something I had learned through my early years of work 
as a young person.”

This ethic is part of everything Leon approaches, whether 
in personal business, schooling, or military service. Leon 
admits some things in the world are changing because of 
technological advances, but the dedication to excellence as 
a team remains the unspoken credo of those who serve in 
branches of the military, especially those serving as the 
SAM Fox crew of the U.S. Air Force’s 89th Airlift Wing.

top:  while crossing the atlantic on a congressional 
Vc-135 trip to england, congressman dick cheney from 

wyoming, puts on Leon’s new rank of MSgt.

Bottom:  communications console on Vc-137B aircraft.
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During the 19th century, the Chesapeake & Ohio Canal 
played a key role in facilitating commerce along the Potomac 
River Valley and serving as a lifeline for local communities. 
Canal boats traveling between the lowlands of Washington, 
DC, and the mountains of Western Maryland transported 
lumber, coal, agricultural goods and other cargo. A series 
of 11 aqueducts served as “water bridges” that allowed 
these boats to safely cross creeks, streams and rivers along 
the Canal. Many of these aqueducts still stand, in varying 
states of repair. 

The Conococheague Aqueduct, the fifth of these man-made 
waterways, is located next to the Cushwa Basin at about 
the midpoint of the Canal, in the town of Williamsport, 
Maryland. Constructed with local blue limestone from 
1833-1834, the aqueduct features three 60-foot arch spans 
that extend 196 feet between its abutments. After opening 
for navigation in 1835, the Cushwa Basin became the 
busiest of these “lakes” that functioned much like a round-
house for trains, with sufficient space for the long canal 
boats to turn and then travel in the opposite direction. 

The Conococheague Aqueduct:  
A Bridge through Time

Written by: Sara Mullins          
     Photography by: Lance C. Bell 
       

Experience the only restored 
operational canal aqueduct in North America
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on august 8, 2019, the conococheague aqueduct 
restoration was celebrated by the town of williamsport 

and the national park Service.
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The basin remained a hub for commerce until the canal 
ceased operations in 1924. 

The aqueduct has endured, despite damage inflicted by 
natural forces and human beings. In 1862, after the battle 
of Antietam, Captain Russell commanded Union troops 
to destroy the Aqueduct to prevent General Robert E. Lee 
from escaping through Williamsport. During the following 
year, a group of Confederate soldiers known as Mosby’s 
Rangers damaged the aqueduct to stop the transport of 
coal to Georgetown that was to be used by 
Union forces. In April 1920, a canal boat 
broke through the aqueduct’s upstream wall 
and fell into the creek below. A timber berm 
wall repair allowed the aqueduct to function 
until flooding in 1924 dealt the final blow, 
and the canal closed permanently. In 1962 
the aqueduct was stabilized with steel tie 
rods and concrete that helped maintain its 
structure until the National Park Service 
(NPS) reconstructed the wing walls. 

Given its midpoint location, accessibility and 
historical significance, the Conococheague 
Aqueduct is considered the most accessible 
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the conococheague aqueduct during the 
two year restoration project.

aqueduct along the entire C&O Canal. Local and state 
officials have long recognized its potential to become a 
unique historic and recreational attraction that could allow 
visitors to experience all aspects of a working canal. 

“Most parks provide for a single experience or pursuit but 
the C&O Canal provides opportunities and experiences 
for cultural and heritage tourists, historians, and outdoor 

take exit 24 from i-70. 
Merge onto Md-63 

towards williamsport. 
turn right onto east 
potomac Street and 

follow to cushwa Basin 
Visitor center.
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adventure seekers alike. This universal appeal is an asset 
to the tourism economy” says Dan Spedden, President of 
Visit Hagerstown. 

Restoration operations began in August 2017 as a collab-
orative project between the National Park Service and the 
State of Maryland, with funding provided by the National 
Park Service Centennial Challenge Fund, Maryland Bike-
ways, Transportation Alternatives Programs, and private 
donations for a total investment of about $15 million. The 
NPS used timber and original stones in rebuilding the 
upstream sidewall destroyed in 1920, re-pointed existing 
stonework, and restored the aqueduct to a condition that 
made it possible to again carry water. Funds also were used 
to extend and waterproof the Cushwa Basin. 

As of August 2019, the Conococheague Aqueduct is opera-
tional between Lock 44 and about 450 feet upstream for 
the first time since 1924. Visitors can now take a free inter-
pretive canal boat tour along the canal across a watered 
aqueduct, under a railroad lift bridge and through a working 
canal lock to the Cushwa Basin (call 301-582-0813 for hours 
of operation). Or they can paddle their own boat through 
the aqueduct. In addition, a walkway is available for pedest-
rians and for cyclists to push their bicycles across the span. 

Upon arriving at the Basin, visitors can explore several 
notable structures and learn more of its history. The bright 
red Cushwa Warehouse, constructed from 1790 – 1810, 
has served as the Williamsport Visitor Center for the C&O 
Canal National Historical Park since 1995. Adjacent to the 
Warehouse is the Trolley Barn that once generated power 
for a trolley connecting Williamsport and Hagerstown, 
and now houses canal exhibits. Nearby, Lock 44 serves 
as an example of the gate mechanism used to operate the 
boat locks. The adjacent Lockhouse, one of 26 along the 
Canal that once served as homes for lockkeepers and their 
families, is open for guided tours and educational programs 
during specified hours. 

The site also features two unique bridges. The Bollman 
Bridge was built in 1879 by a self-taught engineer who 
became known as a pioneer in iron bridge engineering. It 
still stands as one of his few surviving works in the United 
States. The Railroad Lift Bridge could move upwards much 
like an elevator when boats needed to travel beneath the 
bridge – and of course, when the trains weren’t running. 
Built in 1923, this ingenious contraption was used for only 
one year before the canal closed permanently in 1924. 

As the only operational canal aqueduct in North America, 
the Conococheague Aqueduct has the potential to serve as 
a catalyst for commerce in the region as it did in the 18th 

the cushwa Basin was dammed to allow for the 
aqueduct restoration project.
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century. The canal town of Williamsport will soon 
become home to the C&O Canal National Historical 
Park headquarters and a new visitor center. The Park 
headquarters is currently located in Hagerstown, MD. 
The move will bring about 70 jobs to Williamsport. 

“This location will create a legitimate National Park 
Gateway to the 12th most visited state park in the 
U.S.,” says Spedden. 

On August 8, the Town of Williamsport and National 
Park Service celebrated the Conococheague Aqueduct 
restoration and groundbreaking for a new visitor 
center and headquarters. In a statement, Maryland 
Governor Larry Hogan said, “Williamsport will be-
come a first-rate destination, a must-see for National 
Park enthusiasts. A robust tourism economy will 
follow this important restoration and preservation 
project.” The future looks bright for Williamsport 
and the Conococheague Aqueduct. 

top:  during the time of the c&o canal, the cushwa 
warehouse dealt in coal, brick, flour, iron, cement, 

and plaster.

inset:  the trolley Barn once generated power for a 
trolley connecting williamsport and Hagerstown.

Bottom inset:  the railroad Lift Bridge could move 
upwards when canal boats needed to travel beneath.
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3 Pershing St., Cumberland, MD • 301-777-7200 • 301-724-4339 • 301-268-2226
www.alleganymuseum.org

OPEn Apr. 2 – Dec. 30 
Tues. – Sat. 10-4, Sun. 1-4

First floor — grand renovation and 
installation of Crossroads of America 
permanent exhibition, including the 
National Road, Fort Cumberland, 
railroads and canal history.

Second floor — Kelly-Springfield 
Tire Museum; Appalachian Folk 
Art; History of Cumberland; 
Glassware; Children’s Exhibits 
& Toys; Historic Fire Protection; 
Whiskey & Beer Production; 
Grand Court Room and 
Special Events.

301-777-7200 
19 Depot St., Frostburg, MD
alleganymuseummd.org/
thrasher-carriage-collection

One of the Top Collections of Horse Drawn 
Vehicles in the United States, dating to the
late 1800s and early 1900s.

HOuRS
Jan. – Apr. by Appointment
May – Oct.; Noon – 2 pm
Friday – Sunday
Nov. – mid-Dec.; Noon – 2 pm
Saturday & Sunday

 Three-Seated
Surrey (1900)

Vis-á-Vis Sleigh
with Top

Five Glass 
Landau (1890)

all that remains
$25 ea. (includes shipping)
92 pages; over 230 artifact photos.

projectile points poster 
$15 ea. (includes shipping) 
23"x 29" Poster showing actual 
size Projectile Points for ease in 
identifying your points.

Send check, money order (code MD),
or credit card info to: 
prehistoric planet

p.o. Box 200 
Barrackville, wV 26559

Text orders to:  304.282.2306 
OR Email orders (code MD) to: 

curator@prehistoricplanet.com

92-Page Book &
Large Poster Available
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39 National Hwy., LaVale, MD 21502

www.agiftsosweet.com
Follow Us On Facebook

or call for Hours
240-362-7066 • 717-414-1916

Handcrafted & Specialty Gifts, 
Candy Bar Cakes, Novelty Items, 
Customized Gift Baskets, more!

Shipping Available 

75 Speicher Drive
Accident, MD 21520

www.PhenixTech.com
301-746-8118

WORLD HEADQUARTERS & MANUFACTURING FACILITY FOR

High Voltage • High current • High power test equipment
Visit www.PhenixTech.com for employment opportunities!



 22 M o u n t a i n   D i S C o v e r i e S       

As summer slips away, cooler temperatures prevail. This 
change in seasons introduces new and exciting changes at 
Potomac Eagle!

October brings colorful fall foliage to the South Branch 
Valley—a train ride is a unique way to take in that fantastic 
fall color.

Your journey begins at Wappocomo Station, situated next 
to a charming homestead and a sprawling view of the 
mountains. Enjoy the sounds of vintage diesels as they 
lead you through beautiful pastures and farms dating back 
to the 1700s. As you wind along the South Branch of 

the Potomac River, you’ll enter a visually striking gorge 
known as the Trough. One of the most scenic spots along 
the South Branch, the Trough is home to American bald 
eagles.

Ride one of our Trough Trips, a three-hour round-trip to 
see bald eagles. They are offered every day in October, as 
well as the first two weekends in November (1st-3rd and 
9th-11th). It is our first time in several years to extend our 
regular season into November!

Potomac Eagle
      Scenic Railroad

Romney, West Virginia

Written by: Jodi Burnsworth

PHOTO BY LANCE BELL
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Two classes of service are offered on our excursions: Club 
and Coach. Club includes a 3-course meal, complemented 
with Chesapeake and Ohio Railroad china. These beauti-
fully restored lounge cars offer loveseats with tables and 
are climate controlled. Reservations required; be sure to 
book early as seating is limited!

Coach is great for families or groups, as an affordable (yet 
still comfortable) seating option on the train. These 1920s 
era coaches have cushioned, high-back, bench-style seats, 
with a reversible back so passengers can face in either 
direction the train is 
moving. Windows may 
be opened. Reservations 
highly recommended.

Our last day of the regular 
season is Veteran’s Day, 
Monday, November 11th. 
Veterans ride free that day 
with a paid adult or senior 
ticket. We thank you for 
your service! Call to receive 
your discount.

Soon after the beautiful fall 
color fades, we welcome the 
North Pole Express—your 
new family Christmas tradition!

Experience the magic of the 
Christmas season as Potomac Eagle Scenic 
Railroad presents a Country Classic Christmas 
featuring the North Pole Express! You’ll ride the 
rails to the North Pole where Santa will board 
the train and visit with all those who believe. 
Enjoy caroling, milk and cookies, and a wonder-
ful story of how the Potomac Eagle saves 
Christmas! 

For schedule and fares, visit potomaceagle.com. 
Be sure to follow us on Facebook too as we share updates 
on all the wonderful family fun we have planned for our 
Country Classic Christmas. Start your new family tradition 
with us today—book now to make memories that last a 
lifetime!

top:  dining in the club car includes a 3-course meal and 
loveseats with table.   PHOTO BY DREAM CUT FILMS

Middle left:  Milk and cookies will be served on the 
potomac eagle north pole express.

Middle right:  comfortable coach seating with reversible 
backs, is great for families or groups.   PHOTO BY DREAM CUT FILMS

Bottom:  a little boy talks to Santa on the north pole express.
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Written by: Mary Reisinger          
     

The Dreaded Snallygaster

Every culture has its scary monsters. They 
stand in for people’s fears about forces 
beyond their control, such as weather, 
disease, love, and death. They serve as 
warnings to children who might venture 
too far from home. They also give free 
rein to human imagination and our 
appetite for a thrill. In the early 1900s, 
a Western Maryland newspaper saw 
one such supernatural beast as a way 
to increase circulation. 
As early as the 1700s, early 
settlers in the mountains of Maryland, Pennsylvania, and 
what is now West Virginia, had reported something half 
reptile and half bird with a terrifying screech. Some scholars 
point out the similarities to the Native American “thunder-
bird” figure and to European mythological creatures. 
German-speaking people referred to the beast as the schneller 
geist, meaning “quick ghost;” this term eventually became 
Snallygaster. Only one possible predator could destroy 
the Snallygaster—the Dwayyo—a supernatural wolf that 
stood upright like a human. Tales of encounters between 
these two beasts were told in the area.   
Superstitious farmers painted hex signs on their barns 
to ward off the evil of specters like the Snallygaster. A 
Confederate veteran described his experience in the valleys 
around South Mountain; because local citizens had been 
told that rebel military men were ravenous monsters similar 

to a Snallygaster, they 
laid out bread spread with apple butter on 
fence posts in an effort to appease the soldiers. Some 
theorize that the mythological creature was popular with 
moonshiners as a way to explain the sounds of bending 
metal and explosions that might be heard in the hills, 
and to scare off Internal Revenue agents.   
Still, the Snallygaster remained a relatively obscure item 
of local lore until 1909, when the Valley Register based in 
Middletown, Maryland, ran the frightening news that the 
Snallygaster had picked up a man, drained his blood, and 
dropped his lifeless body on a hillside. This inspired others 
to join in with lively descriptions of their own.   
The Snallygaster soon acquired a twenty-foot wingspan, 
metal teeth in an enormous beak, a single eye in the middle 
of its forehead, eggs the size of barrels, tentacles, and the 
propensity for picking up farm animals, pets, and even small 
children. Its scream was described as “like a locomotive 
whistle.” Reports arrived from Ohio, West Virginia, and 
other locales, but the Snallygaster seemed to be most 
prevalent around South Mountain in Western Maryland.   
It was later revealed that these reports were concocted by 
Valley Register’s George C. Rhoderick and Ralph S. Wolfe 
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to increase readership; nevertheless, the Baltimore Sun and the Washington 
Post joined in the publicity. Readers avidly followed the newspaper accounts 
in February and March of 1909. Reportedly, the Smithsonian Institute 
offered a reward for the creature’s hide and President Teddy Roosevelt 
considered postponing a trip in order to hunt the beast. Then the Snally-
gaster sightings dwindled, and it was assumed the monster had met its 
end, or at least retreated to some remote area of the mountains.

In 1932, a Snallygaster was again sighted near South Mountain. This 
Snallygaster’s demise came from moonshine. Overly zealous investigators 
breaking up a still found a Snallygaster had been overcome by the fumes 
and drowned in the whiskey. Unfortunately, they destroyed the evidence, 
so no credible photographs were taken. However, people found this story 
plausible. If a Snallygaster lived about twenty years, which seemed reason-
able, this poor drowned Snallygaster must be the offspring of one reported 
in 1909. 

Eventually, people in the region moved on to other topics of interest, but 
the Snallygaster has never been completely forgotten. In 1952, Maryland 
writer Whittaker Chambers referred to Senator Joseph McCarthy as a 
“national snallygaster.” Inspired by mention of the Snallygaster in a book 
of local folk tales, Pat Boyton wrote a non-fiction book, Snallygaster: The 
Lost Legend of Frederick County, in 2008, and a children’s book, Beware 
the Snallygaster, three years later. Local filmmakers Geoff Prather and Jon 
Baldino told the story through the eyes of a Depression Era child in The 
Snallygaster Tale.  

Maryland’s Snallygaster is even part of the complex Harry Potter universe; 
it appears in materials such as the website Pottermore, the video game 
Harry Potter: Hogwarts Mystery, and the book Fantastic Beasts and Where 
to Find Them. Here fans learn that the Snallygaster is nearly as well-known 
as the Loch Ness Monster, that it is both curious and bulletproof, and that 
its heartstrings can be used in wand-making.

Artists who took part in 1920s and 30s plein air painting expeditions 
around Middletown were later dubbed the “Snallygaster School.” An 
exhibition of their art, and of carved and painted wood sculptures of the 
Snallygaster by Frank Mish, was displayed at the Washington County 
Museum of Fine Arts in 2016. In Frederick, Maryland, Dragon Distillery 
makes Snallygaster blended whisky. The television show Mountain Monsters 
filmed an episode in which the monster hunters had a frightening near 
encounter with a Snallygaster.  

No one knows for sure what grain of truth may be in this creature, but if 
you are traveling at the northern edge of the Blue Ridge Mountains and 
see something very large and scaly flying overhead, or if you hear a cry that 
sounds like a locomotive, you may be in the company of a Snallygaster. 
Be careful—and be sure to save all the details you can for use around a 
campfire.
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When Steve Green of High Mountain Sports and 
Garrett Trails learned about a meeting being held 
in Cumberland, Maryland, to explore starting 
team mountain biking for students, he 
mentioned it to some local mountain biking 
aficionados. Aaron Hordubay, Pat Hudnall 
and a small group of others went and, in the words of 
coach Gary Cooper, “fell in love” with the idea. Coaches, 
parents and students agree that this composite team, now 
embarked on its second year, has lived up to its promise. 
In the words of student athlete Tad Rodeheaver, everything 
about this sport is “awesome.”

The National Interscholastic Cycling Assocation (NICA) 
was started in 2009 as a way of introducing students to the 
sport of mountain biking. The Maryland Interscholastic 
Cycling League (MICL) began operation just last year, in 

2018. Already 13 teams have formed in 
Maryland, including a strong program in 

Garrett County. Leaders point out that one of the factors in 
the solid start has been the valuable assistance of Garrett 
Trails and High Mountain Sports. In addition, many indi-
viduals have enthusiastically joined in the effort, providing 
everything from donated gear to coaching hours.

Coaches universally praise the NICA and MICL organiza-
tions for their carefully constructed race courses, sensible 
regulations, and thorough training for coaches not only 
regarding safety and first aid, but also in how to effectively 
teach skills. Three levels of coaching are possible. Each 

Written by: Mary Reisinger          
     Photography by: Lance C. Bell

Mountain Biking as a team Sport 
comes to western Maryland

Go Coyotes!
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requires training. Garrett County’s team currently has 11 
coaches—Aaron Hordubay, Pat Hudnall, Eric Recker, 
Gary Cooper, Sharon Seling, Michelle Hudnall, Carrie 
Hordubay, Brian Haley, Josh Frick, Gary Newcomb, and 
Shane Myers—with more adults in training.  

One coach, Sharon Seling, has been a mountain biker for 
years. She loves being out in nature, where she says we go 
to “recharge our souls.” Sharon rides in forested areas with 
a bear bell on her bike, but says it is difficult to find others 
to share the sport with her. When she began coaching, 
she expressed her concern to another adult about whether 
she should be there since she didn’t have any children or 
grandchildren in the group. The other person said, “What 
do you mean you don’t have any children here. Look 
around!” Sharon now feels that she has found a mountain 
bike family.

Another coach, Gary Newcomb, is the person who intro-
duced his son-in-law Aaron Hordubay to mountain biking 
during a family vacation in Telemark, Wisconsin. His 
grandchildren are on the team, making it a three-generation 
sport. Many of the coaches are parents of team members, 
and in some cases, both parents in a family have become 
qualified coaches.

The coaches agree that the team wouldn’t function without 
other adults, usually parents, who supply food, transporta-
tion, and assistance at practices, races, and extra-curricular 
activities. Many parents already were mountain bikers. 
Some decide to take up the sport in order to make it an 
activity for the whole family. Their efforts have helped to 
create the inclusive and supportive environment that is 
the hallmark of the Garrett County group.  

The team draws athletes from several area schools; students 
who are home schooled or who attend schools other than 
Garrett County Public Schools are also eligible. Students 
can start in grade 6 and compete through high school. 
Last year 17 students signed up in Garrett County; this 
year 18 students had registered by the end of July with 
others considering joining. The organization sponsors a 
program called GRiT, Girls Riding Together, to increase 
the number of girls in the sport. At the moment, mountain 
biking is a club sport, affiliated with but not part of the 
school system. Eventually, leaders envision mountain 
biking becoming a regular part of physical education in 
the schools.  

Student athletes and their families are finding this sport 
rewarding. Makayla Maule gave up some other sports to 
begin mountain biking. Her younger brother Nathaniel 
was initially unsure about joining the team, but now loves 
it. The two siblings are interested in following in the foot-
steps of their father Jeff, who competes in triathlons 
(biking, swimming, running). Makayla and Nathaniel’s 
mother Angie is working hard to improve enough to keep 
up with the rest of her family. Last year, Jacob Murphy 
was too late signing up for soccer and turned to the 
mountain bike team as an alternative, riding in three 
races in the sixth and seventh grade events. He’s looking 
forward to competing this year as an eighth grader. His 
mother Stephanie is very active as a parent volunteer and 
is thinking about training to be a coach. Gary Cooper’s 
son reluctantly started on the team at his father’s urging, 
but has acquired strong skills in just one season. Tad 
Rodeheaver, a rising senior who participates in robotics 
and many sports, particularly likes mountain biking. He 
has ambitious plans for his future, including being on 

garrett composite coyote’s team (left to right): 
coach Sharon Seling, coach gary cooper, coach pat 
Hudnall, Jacob Murphy, coach aaron Hordubay, ellie 
Hudnall, Josh Kight, drew Hordubay, ian cooper, 
Jacob Helbig, Jackson Hordubay, nathan aldridge, 
coach carrie Hordubay, and coach gary newcomb.



mountain bike team in college, but first he is keen to go to 
as many races as he can in his final year of high school. 

The season begins each summer in early July with three 
times a week practices, consisting largely of drills and trail 
riding to build stamina and skills. Students learn to main-
tain bikes, replace parts, change tires, and generally be as 
self-sufficient as possible. Team members carry backpacks 
with tools and spare parts so that they can respond to 
whatever happens while riding. Students pay league/race 
fees of $275 and team dues of $50. Students also need a 
bike, helmet, and basic equipment. The club appreciates 
donations of bikes, equipment, and funds to help defray 
these costs.  

Each season includes four fall races in various parts of 
Maryland. In the first two years, all races have been held 
outside Western Maryland, but plans are afoot for a future 
race in Garrett County, possibly at Deep Creek Lake 
State Park. The weekend meets begin with “pre-riding” on 
Saturday, Saturday evening camping out and activities, and 
scored events on Sunday. Student athletes, who compete 
within grade level and gender groups, are awarded points 
for riding courses.

A powerful, positive spirit exists in the group. Coaches 
love the combination of being outside participating in 
a sport they love and mentoring young people. Parents 
embrace it as a healthy, wholesome activity for the whole 
family. Many observe that their children have grown 
tremendously in confidence and competence—and even 
in energy level. Students point to the opportunity to meet 
friends, to travel, to be outside, and to increase their skills 
as the benefits of being on the team.  

The four pillars of NICA/MICL are strong minds, strong 
bodies, strong characters, and inclusivity. The organization 
focuses on personal skills development and the team 
dynamic rather than on defeating opponents, and this 
seems to suit the students perfectly. They cheer each other 
on and unselfishly help others. Carrie Hordubay was 
impressed with the boys who, after finishing their event, 
rode back to accompany the lone girl competing last year 
to the start line. Sharon Seling once was posted at a 
challenging part of a course and saw one cyclist nearly go 
over a drop off because of an encounter with a competitor. 
Both riders stopped and made sure the other person and 
both bikes were ok before they proceeded.

coach pat Hudnall instructing Jackson Hordubay on leaning 
into a turn. He will then practice this skill in real time on 
the trails at deep creek Lake. 

ellie Hudnall learning the basics of cornering: low ready 
position, look through the turn and lean into the corner.
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The altruism of the young people on the 
team extends far beyond their races. They 
help with trail maintenance throughout the 
County. They volunteer at Taste of Garrett 
County, Gran Fondo, and other events. 
The team designed and crafted ornaments out of bike 
parts for one of many trees at the Festival of Trees, a fund-
raiser for the Dove Center (an organization that offers 
safety, advocacy, and counseling around the issues of 
domestic violence and sexual assault) where decorated 
trees are displayed and sold. Team members are committed 
to the community in which they live.

The community also supports the team in numerous 
ways—such as helping with non-profit status and material 
donations. At the beginning of their first season, the team 
name Coyotes and a logo were chosen, with student Ellie 
Hudnall being instrumental in the logo design. Through 
the generosity of people like Shane Myers, the students are 
able to proudly wear gear displaying their logo. 

The goals for this mountain bike team are to ride and 
race safely, include and value every rider, and have fun. 
Through participation in the team, students gain access 
to a life-long activity that promotes health, connection to 
the outdoors, and enjoyment of nature and exercise with 
family and friends. That really is awesome.

Learn more about mountain biking as a team sport on the 
national website (https://www.nationalmtb.org/)
or the state website (https://www.marylandmtb.org/).  

If you are interested in coaching, competing, or supporting 
the Coyotes, contact the team at garrettconica@gmail.com.

coach Hordubay leads the coyotes down 
to the practice field at deep creek State 
park to practice various skills. the team will 
then practice those skills while riding the 
single track trails in the park.

coyotes’ drew Hordubay and aaron Hordubay aide a 
grand Fondo rider with a bicycle problem during the 

garrett county gran Fondo ride in June, 2019. 
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410-795-2929
301-831-5151

4540 Old Nat’l Pike (MD Rt. 144)
Mt. Airy, MD 21771 (I-70 Exit 68)

301-864-2211
7301 Baltimore Ave. (u.S. 1)

College Park, MD 20740

bike123.com
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1085 Pysell Crosscut Road, Oakland, MD 21550
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and Business Décor

Free Delivery
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Westernport, MD
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www.rodericksoutlet.com
Mon,Wed, Fri 10-8; Tues,

Thurs 10-5; Sat 10-4
12 Months Same as Cash with Approved Credit
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100-page full color 
cookbook normally
sells for $19.95. 
Local recipes and 
also beautiful scenic 
photography by 
Lance C. Bell.

Now get 2 Cookbooks for $19.95! 
– plus $5.95 shipping/handling. Send a check 
(made payable to AAD-INC) for a total of $25.90. 
AAD-INC., 6 Commerce Dr., Cumb., MD 21502. 
Or 301-759-2707. Keep one, give one as a gift!
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Frederick Sheetz, son of Henry 
Sheetz, Sr., was born at Shepherds-
town, Virginia, on November 11, 
1774. His father, Henry and his 
uncle, Philip were gunsmiths there. 
Records show that Frederick 
Sheetz was in the western part of 
Hampshire County, Virginia, as 
early as 1792. This was in present 
day Mineral County, West Virginia. 
Land records show that he bought 
lots in Frankfort (now Fort Ashby) that year. For several 
years, Frederick was content on making his rifles in Fort 
Ashby, along with his brothers Henry and Otho.

About 1810-12 Frederick moved his gun shop to present 
day Headsville, WV. There he built a mill and from that 
time until after the Civil War, that community was called 
Sheetz’ Mill.

Frederick was a prominent man in his community, who 
accomplished more than being a successful mill owner 
and gunsmith. He was elected and served one term in the 
Virginia Assembly House of Delegates 1813-14, as a 
member of the Federalist party. He was the postmaster of 
Sheetz’s Mill for a while and an elder in the Presbyterian 
Church. In 1820, he was appointed School Commissioner. 
There is oral history that tells of him being instrumental 
in starting the first school in that part of the county. Old 
records show he was elected as Sheriff of Hampshire County 
in 1828. He was also a member of the County Court and 
was appointed Justice of the Peace.   
Frederick and his brothers not only made rifles for private 
use, but they also made rifles for the Virginia Militia. In 
a letter from John Snyder to Virginia Governor Barbour, 

Frederick Sheetz is praised for his superior workmanship 
as a rifle manufacturer. These militia rifles (from 1808 
through 1815) were made by private Virginia gunsmiths 
not employed by the Virginia Armory and are also referred 
to as contract rifles. It is believed many of these rifles were 
used in the war of 1812. The militia rifles made under this 
contract would be stamped with regimental markings such 
as “114 Regt. Va Militia Hampshire.” Frederick delivered 
at least 570 of these of which probably less than half a 
dozen are surviving today.

Frederick Sheetz’ work is similar to that of Winchester, VA, 
gunsmiths Simon Lauck and Adam Haymaker — the stock 
profile, the Winchester release system on his patch boxes, 
the square headed nails on the inlays and to some extent 
his carving. Frederick was an excellent engraver and some 
of his surviving rifles have silver wire inlays. 

Frederick Sheetz died on January 18, 1861, and was spared 
the grief of witnessing the destruction of his mill, burnt 
to the ground by Union forces. The destruction of mills 

Jeff prechtel’s artist rendition of a happy customer receiving 
his handsome new Sheets rifle from Mr. Frederick Sheetz 

himself, just outside the Sheetz mill.

Frederick Sheetz
  Acclaimed Gunsmith and Community Leader

Hampshire county, west Virginia



 M o u n t a i n   D i S C o v e r i e S 33

Romney June 7th
His Excelly. James Barbour Esq. Governor of           
Virginia, Richmond

    Romney 4th June 1812
Sir
 In obedience to your Excelly. Letter of the 3rd February 
last and in conjunction with Col. Wm. Vause appointed on the 
part of Frederick Sheetz. I inspected on Monday the 25th sixty 
rifles manufactured by said Sheetz for the Commonwealth and 
payed a certificate to that effect – I very much suspect the rifles 
manufactured by this man will on comparison and tryal be 
found superior in point of beauty convenience and utility to 
any others manufactured for the Commonwealth. Thirty out 
of the sixty were stocked most elegantly. I wish you had them in 
the Council chamber. He has sixty others nearly finished —
 Will your Excelly. permit me to state that Mr. Sheetz is a 
man of ingenuity and merit a native of Virginia and dependant 
on his labour for subsistence. Under an expectation that he 
should be able from time to time to renew his contract with 
the Commonwealth, he has provided himself with workmen 
materials etc. And now prays your Excelly. and your Hon. 
board for an additional contract for 120 rifles which I hope 
you will accord to him — In case there is no appropriation he 
will waive that part until appropriation can be made by the 
Legislature — will your Excelly. be so good and write us on the 
subject. And accept the profound respect of
  Sir
   Your Excelly. and others,
    John Snyder

Left: a copy of an 1812 original letter to the governor 
of Virginia praising and requesting more rifles by 
Frederick Sheetz. 

Below: typed version of the letter for clarity.

and many homes in Hampshire County 
were carried out under the command of 
Union General Lander early in 1862.

Frederick was also saved from the sorrow 
of the death of his beloved grandson and 
namesake, Captain George Frederick 
Sheetz. Captain Sheetz lost his life on 
May 23, 1862, leading his men of the 
7th Virginia Calvary at Buckton Station, 
near Front Royal, Virginia.

Frederick Sheetz and his grandson, 
Captain G. F. Sheetz, lie at rest in Eusebia 
Presbyterian Cemetery, a few miles west 
of Fort Ashby, West Virginia. 

1. Fort ashby, wV
2. Keyser, wV
3. Sheetz Mill (now Headsville, wV)
4. romney, wV

State of Virginia before 1863

State of west Virginia
after  June 20, 1863



the number 44 marking 
was added to the end of 
the barrel. it is believed 

by some to have been 
done by the arsenal at 
the time of converting 

and shortening.

Frederick Sheetz’s 
Virginia Contract Rifle

overall length is 61 inches. caliber .45. weight about 10 
pounds. the flat, bevel edged lock is 5½ inches long, has 
an integral pan and terminates at the rear in a teated point. 
the toe of the frizzen is curled. the hand forged lock is well 
made and conforms generally in profile to the standard 
Virginia Manufactory type. it is completely without markings.

the striped maple stock extends to within 3/16 inch of the 
muzzle. the low comb is about 10 inches long and a straight 
cheekrest is on the reverse of the buttstock. a moulding 
extends from the tailpipe forward to the foretip.

the wedge-fastened, fully octagonal barrel is slightly 
swamped, with a swell at both muzzle and breech. the 
length is 44½ inches. a brass blade front sight is 1¼ inches 
from the muzzle and an open rear sight 15 inches from 
the breech. Stamped on the top flat are regimental and 
county markings.

the hickory ramrod is held by three pipes and a tailpipe. 
the 8¾ inch pennsylvania style trigger guard is squared 
at both ends. the relatively ornate patchbox with top and 

bottom plates, is 8 inches long and held by seven screws.
the curved buttplate is 4½ inches long and has a 2½ inch 
tang through which the patchbox cover release button 
passes.

Frederick Sheetz of Hampshire county, Virginia, received 
the first contract for rifles issued by the state in august 
1808, calling for thirty stands to be delivered by october 
1, 1809 at $15.00 each. Between that date and February 
15, 1815, Sheetz delivered 570 rifles, or about one-third 
the total of 2,145 received by Virginia from fifteen gun-
makers during this period.



Many of Frederick Sheetz’s rifles were converted from 
flint lock (bottom rifle) to percussion or cap lock (top rifle) 
sometime before the civil war (1861-1865). the barrels and 
stocks were shortened to between 30” and 36” or more at 
conversion time. the top Sheetz rifle is after conversion to 
a percussion lock and with the barrel shortened. the maker’s name engraved on top of the barrel.

We would like to thank Royce Saville and Mark Smith for 
their help, knowledge, and guidance in producing this story.

To the early settler of Hampshire County the rifle was an 
important tool, as important as the ax or knife. Hostile 
times and the use of the rifle to provide meat for the 
family was the fuel that started the rifle making industry 
in Hampshire County, Virginia. There are some records 
that indicate there may have been at least one gunsmith 
making guns in Hampshire County as early as 1760.

The Hampshire County rifle is a muzzle loading long rifle 
that was made in the boundaries of Hampshire County 
from the late 1700s, through the late 1800s. It is possible 
that a few could have been made as late as 1900. The 
Hampshire County rifle is a Kentucky rifle such as the 
one Daniel Boone carried. The Kentucky Rifle is truly 
the first American rifle. These long rifles with beautiful 
maple stocks and stunning patch boxes were first made   
by German immigrants in Pennsylvania. The Germans 
were already familiar with rifling firearms in the Jaeger 
Rifles from their homeland. 

The German Jaeger had a large caliber and short rifled 
barrel. The Hampshire rifles made here had long barrels 
with smaller calibers. Calibers seen on Hampshire County 
rifles range from .36 to .45 with the larger calibers on 
earlier rifles and smaller calibers on later rifles. Barrels on 
Hampshire County guns ranged between 30” to 46” in 
length. Typically the early rifles had longer barrels and the 
later ones shorter. These barrels were also mostly octagon 
shaped. Most Hampshire County rifles have set triggers 
for accurate shooting. Hampshire County rifles are almost 
always stocked in Maple and some have wonderful curl 

and tiger striping. Most Hampshire County rifles are full 
stock, though a few (1850s and later) are halfstocks. A star 
inlayed with coin silver on the cheek piece was common 
on Hampshire rifles. The first guns made in the county 
were flintlock; then around 1830 percussions started to 
show up, and from about 1835 on, most rifles made in 
the county had the percussion lock. The earlier Hampshire 
County rifle had a wider, taller butt on the stock, and 
many of these were carved, some incised, and some relief.

The early Hampshire County rifle looked the same as the 
Winchester, Charles Town, and Shepherdstown rifles. 
About the time percussion locks came into use, the Hamp-
shire County makers began to develop a unique style of 
rifles. Today collectors call it a “School.” The Hampshire 
County “School” rifle had the famous Roman Nose 
stock. This is also about the time that carving on guns 
was replaced by coin silver inlays: hearts, weeping hearts, 
stars, fish, ovals, crescent moons, etc. Most of these inlays 
had some Christian meaning. The acorn also began to 
dominate the finial on the engraved brass patch boxes; 
this is not to say the flower or pointed finial was not used 
anymore, just not as much. Another feature almost unique 
to the Hampshire County rifle is that once percussion 
locks dominated the area rifles, there were small brass lid 
boxes on the cheek piece side that were used for carrying 
percussion caps. Naturally, these are called “Cap Boxes.” 
Occasionally a few of these are on Ohio guns, but not 
many. Some, but not all, of the Hampshire County rifles 
are signed by the maker on the octagon barrel between 
the breech and the rear sight. 

The Hampshire County Rifle

Frederick Sheetz rifle (above) 
is owned by royce Saville of romney, wV.

this Frederick Sheetz rifle, uncut or 
modified, was made in Fort ashby, wV, circa 1800.
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Imagine yourself digging for a cave opening, finding a 
small crevice, sliding down a rope and finding you’re in 
a dark, damp cave. With only a candle to light your way, 
you move the small light around to expose a marvel rarely, 
if ever, seen by anyone else. That’s what happened on 
August 13, 1878, when 5 men in Luray, Virginia, found 
and explored what has since become known as Luray 
Caverns, the largest caverns in the Eastern United States. 
The first spectator illumination took place on November 
6, 1878, using tallow candles, and Luray Caverns has been 
open for public tours every day of the year since.

Formed millions of years ago by underground rivers and 
seepage of acid-bearing water through layers of limestone 
and clay, stalactites, stalagmites, stone columns, shimmering 
draperies and crystal clear pools seem to go on forever. In 
time the clay washed away, leaving only the limestone shell. 
Luray Caverns is an “active” cavern; its formations continue 
to grow at the rate of one cubic inch every 120 years. 

Luray Caverns was designated a Registered 
Natural Landmark in 1974. On-going 
upgrades have made the hour-long walking 
tour leisurely and comfortable. The thou-
sands of candles that were used until 1881 
are now electric lights, its dirt floors covered 
with planks are now a conveniently paved 
path that takes you through several tiers of 
galleries, with the vertical depth from the 
highest to the lowest being 164 feet. New 
for 2019, Luray Caverns realized a decades-
long goal of eliminating the remaining 
steps on the 1.25 mile tour route. The 
steps leading into the caverns have been 
bypassed by excavating a 164-foot corridor 
into the hillside adjacent to the Entrance 
Building. A looping covered walkway 
connects the existing building to the new 
entrance.

Just a few of the subterranean attractions are:

the great Stalacpipe organ which is the world’s largest 
musical instrument. It literally makes stalactites sing by 
gently tapping them throughout three acres of the caverns.

Located in Giant’s Hall, at a height of 47 feet, the double 
column is a classic example of the two basic cave forma-
tions, the stalactite and the stalagmite, coming together as 
one massive wonder of nature.

All formations in the caverns are calcite, a crystalline form 
of limestone. Calcite in its purest form is naturally white. 
titania’s Veil is a pristine example of a calcite formation 
in its finest purity.

Luray Caverns wishing well is a large subterranean pool 
of water over 6 feet deep. Since 1954 visitors have tossed 
millions of coins into the well providing donations to notable 
organizations including the American Heart Association, 
the Muscular Dystrophy Association and the American 

Luray, Virginia

Luray Caverns
A Planned Adventure
 or Arbitrary Mishap... Written by: Shelby Calhoun                 

     Photography provided by Luray Caverns

the great Stalacpipe organ is the world’s largest musical instrument.
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Written by: Shelby Calhoun                 
     Photography provided by Luray Caverns

Luray caverns giant’s Hall and double column (inset).
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Cancer Society. Once a year the sparkling pool is drained 
and its coins are removed and cleaned by a unique system 
using a cement mixer filled with a solution of sand and water. 
Dried by a flame thrower on a wire mesh screen, the coins 
are hand sorted and counted, bagged and deposited in a 
special bank account for future distribution to charitable 
organizations.

Other attractions on-site and included in the General 
admission ticket prices are:

 • Caverns entrance fee with a guided tour. 

 • Self-guided tour of the Car and Carriage Caravan –  
  Adjacent to Luray Caverns this exhibit displays the 
  history of America in more than 140 items related to   
  transportation, such as restored cars, carriages, coaches, 
  and costumes dating from 1725. 

 • Access to the Luray Valley Museum – Celebrating   
  the region’s early Shenandoah Valley culture is a complex 
  with several 19th century structures and the main   
  museum building which displays artifacts and their 
  history in chronological order from the 1750s through  
  1920s.

 • Toy Town Junction – A recently acquired massive   
  toy collection showcasing several thousand toys and   
  train related artifacts.

Attractions for a separate admission fee:

 • The Garden Maze – At Luray Caverns, over 1,500   
  Dark American Arborvitae, eight feet tall and four   
  feet wide, create a half-mile pathway. The twisting   
  pathways lead past fountains and into a cave. At 40   
  points, the challenger must choose a direction to solve  
  the riddle and emerge from the maze. An elevated   
  platform provides relief for those hopelessly lost.

 • The Rope Adventure Park – An activity the whole   
  family can experience together, this challenging 
  two-level rope course consists of a series of real and   
  imaginary obstacles designed to maximize the excite-  
  ment of personal development. Each moment is rich   
  in discoveries, whether a person is climbing, supporting 
  “on belay,” or finding an effective way to encourage 
  a companion.

 • Stonyman Mining Company Gem Sluice – It’s an   
  interactive history and geology lesson – pioneer style. 
  And it’s the perfect opportunity for kids and adults   
  of all ages to roll up their sleeves, get their hands wet,   
  and discover a truly good time.

top to bottom:  one of the vehicles in the car and 
carriage caravan is a 1913 Stanley Steamer.

the Luray Valley Museum is a complex of several structures 
including the dunkard church and Blacksmith Shop.

the half-mile pathway, garden Maze at Luray caverns.

the rope adventure park is an activity the whole family 
can experience together.
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 • Caverns Country Club Resort – Overlooking the  
  fabled Shenandoah River, these 6,499 yards of gently 
  rolling fairways seem to touch the mountain foothills.  
  Vistas of nearby farmlands, large trees and greens 
  complement this 18-hole, par 72 golf course.

nearby Attractions:

 • Luray Singing Tower – Erected in 1937 in memory  
  of Belle Brown Northcott. At 117 feet in height, the 
  Singing Tower contains a carillon of 47 bells. The 
  largest bell weighs 7,640 pounds and is six feet in  
  diameter. The smallest weighs a mere 12-1/2 pounds.

 • George Washington National Forest – minutes  
  from Luray. 

 • Shenandoah National Park in the Blue Ridge  
  Mountains – Just 10 minutes away. 
 • Shenandoah River – minutes from Luray. 
 • Skyline Drive – Traversing the crest of the Blue  
  Ridge Mountains for 105 miles within the park, 
  convenient overlooks provide panoramic views of 
  the Shenandoah Valley 4,000 feet below. 
 • New Market Battlefield Historical Park with Hall  
  of Valor Museum – just 15 miles to the west.

Luray Caverns attracts one-half million visitors annually 
from throughout North America and more than 70 countries 
and is conveniently located on U.S. 211, 15 minutes from 
Interstate 81, Exit 264. For GPS or Google Maps use 101 
Cave Hill Road, Luray, VA. For more information, call 
(540) 743-6551, 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. daily or see the 
website at www.luraycaverns. com. 

Visit Luray Caverns where history, education, and 
science are all wrapped up in fun.

top photo:  caverns country club resort over-
looking the Shenandoah river with the Blue 
ridge Mountains backdrop.

inset:  Kids and adults enjoy sluicing for gems 
at the Stonyman Mining company gem Sluice.
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Although service to others can be its own 
reward, it’s gratifying to be recognized by 
your peers. Such was the case for Larry 
Pease, a former paid patroller of the Wisp 
Ski Patrol who was recently inducted into 
the National Ski Patrol Hall of Fame, 
Class of 2018. 

The National Ski Patrol (NSP) has worked 
to keep winter sport enthusiasts safe 
through education and rescue operations 
since its inception in 1938. In recognition 
of the organization’s value to the nation, 
the NSP received a congressional charter 
in 1980 for its dedication to public safety. 
During its 75th Anniversary Celebration in 2013, 
the NSP created a Hall of Fame to honor members for 
outstanding service.

“It’s quite an honor,” says Steve Cabe, the current director 
of Wisp’s Ski Patrol. “It’s a thankless job.”

“It was a complete surprise,” Larry says. After 60 years with 
the ski patrol, Larry had retired to his home in Jamaica, 
VA. “It’s nice to be recognized. It’s one of the high points 
of my life and career.” 

“I’d gone to Wisp to attend an annual refresher course on 
first aid. More than a dozen old-timers were there, but even 
then, I was clueless. Most of what I did was for the good 
of the organization. I didn’t expect a reward.” 

Larry’s ski patrol journey began out west, in his hometown 
of Yakima, WA. He first tried skiing in 1949 when attend-
ing a Boy Scout camping trip to Williamette Pass Ski Area. 
In 1956, he joined the National Ski Patrol at Hoodoo 
Pass. He later became a National Park Ranger and joined 

the Stevens Pass Ski Patrol. His work for 
the U.S. Geological Service at Mt. Rainier 
led to a job offer in Silver Spring, MD. 
So Larry moved east in 1961 and event-
ually joined the Ski Club of Washington 
D.C.’s Ski Patrol. Through his service as a 
southern representative to the U.S. Ski 
Association, he found his way to Wisp 
Resort in 1963 and began to help with 
training instructors in Outdoor Emergency 
Transportation and American Red Cross 
First Aid. In 1982, Larry joined the Wisp 
Ski Patrol.

During his ski patrol career, Larry received 
several awards from the National Ski Patrol. 

In 1960 he was honored with a NSP National Appoint-
ment Number, given to those exhibiting leadership, good 
character and extraordinary service. In 2012 he received 
an NSP Distinguished Service Award and a Yellow 
Merit Star. 

Comments from Wisp Ski Patrol member Wendy J. 
Thompson that appear in the National Ski Patrol Hall 
of Fame nomination form offer some insight into how 
Larry’s peers viewed his service. Thompson says, “Larry 
is the personification of what Minnie Dole had in mind 
when he founded the NSP: a group of people dedicated to 
promoting ski safety and educating the skiing public who 
live by the creed of ‘Service and Safety’ established by 
the NSP.” 

Now 85, Larry no longer skis. He has other plans. “I’m 
now honing my writing skills and working on a collection 
of anecdotes from my own history, and getting a picture 

Former Wisp Ski Patroller Earns National Recognition

Written by: Sara Mullins       



 M o u n t a i n   D i S C o v e r i e S 41

of why I was inducted. I spent 44 years as a volunteer and 
then 16 years getting paid, and there’s nothing like getting 
paid for something you like to do. I still have a passion for 
what I do.” 

A longer article  entitled “Larry Pease: A Passion for the 
Ski Patrol” appears in the Spring/Summer 2009 issue of 
Mountain Discoveries and can be viewed at www.mountain 
discoveries.com under “Past and Present Issues.” 

photos from Larry’s induction into the 
national Ski patrol Hall of Fame, class of 2018. 

top:  Larry and his wife, gail, enjoy the evening.

Middle:  Larry proudly displays his 
nSp Hall of Fame plaque.

Bottom:  B.K. Semendic (left) and rick Hoffman (right) 
hoist Larry on his chair.

Larry during his ski patrol career at wisp.
PHOTO BY LANCE BELL
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Bernard Ravitz, known to friends and family as Uncle 
Bernie, embraced new experiences. He said his family 
would “go anywhere and do anything,” and it is easy to 
see how Bernie came by his adventurous spirit. His father 
emigrated from Russia as a young man on a cargo ship, 
and married an American woman. The couple settled in 
Brooklyn NY, and raised Bernie and his older brother. Even 
with limited income and full work and school schedules, 
the family took frequent trips. 

Bernie was only 11 when his father died. His mother sent 
the boys to visit a farm for a few weeks until she was able 
to get her life in order, and then she worked to support 
her children, and continued the family enthusiasm for 
travel. When Bernie and a friend decided to fly to Nassau, 
she cheerfully accompanied them in a small plane, and 
kept smiling through bad weather and a rocky landing.

Bernie was born on August 14, 1920, with a small hole in 
his palate; it was surgically repaired twice, but re-opened 
each time. He showed a talent for artistic expression and 
craft from an early age. He remembers working alongside 
his father, a jeweler, making silver rings for his girlfriends in 
elementary school. He went to Hebrew Technical Institute 
in Manhattan and took special courses in areas such as auto 
mechanics. When he reported for the draft examination 
during WWII, he was rejected for military service. Though 
he never knew why, he suspected the reason was his cleft 
palate. He also had impaired vision in one eye, so this 
could have been a factor.

Since he couldn’t serve as a soldier, Bernie contributed to 
the war effort by taking photographs for the Civil Defense 

Office. After the war, he remained a photographer, free-
lancing for many New York newspapers and building his 
own business doing publicity photographs. He met quite a 
few famous people while doing this. Collections containing 
his photographs from this era are still maintained by various 
libraries and museums in Brooklyn.  

Bernie spent most of his life in Brooklyn and Long Island, 
working for over thirty years as a photographer and then, 
for fourteen years, as a cabinet maker with a partner. During 
all these years, he crafted wooden toys and models, selling 
them and giving them away as gifts.

Bernie never married; he and his mother made their home 
together until her death. A few years later, at age 72, he 
decided to take his nephew’s advice and move to Garrett 
County in Western Maryland, where he could “live like 
a gentleman.” Undeterred by several snowy visits when 
house viewings had to be cancelled, he found a house and 
arrived with three vans transporting his furniture, tools, 
and a small plane he was constructing. He made himself 

The Art and Adventures
of Uncle Bernie

Written by: Mary Reisinger          
     Photography by: Lance C. Bell 
       

the Historical and transportation Museums in oakland, 
Maryland, display several of Bernie’s carvings.  

above:  the iconic Brooklyn Bridge familiar from Bernie’s 
early years and one of his carvings of a circus scene.
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two promises: to walk his beloved 
dogs two, three, or even four 
times a day; and to write his 
memoirs.  

Raised by Jewish parents 
and grandmother, Bernie 
remained religiously observant 
all his life. On Long Island 
he created a large wooden 
menorah for display 
outside Temple Beth 
Chai. When it was 
replaced twenty 
years later, Bernie felt that was 
not bad for a plywood menorah 
made in his basement. He also 
designed and built other religious furnishings and artwork 
for the synagogue. After moving to Maryland, he travelled 
to Cumberland to worship. He even managed to eat kosher 
food by having some things shipped to him by friends in 
New York, or by driving to kosher shops in Pittsburgh. 
Still, he happily created Christmas scenes for the seasonal 
shelves at the local library.

Bernie referred to his retirement years as his “adventures in 
Maryland.” He embraced the area and the people, eagerly 
visiting as many places as he could, and doing as many 
interesting things as he could find to do. His memoirs recall 
seeing his first llamas, watching cows being milked with 
machines, hiking through the C&O Canal Paw Paw tunnel, 
going with a forester to cut and haul dead wood out of a 
remote area, and climbing to Hoye Crest, the highest point 
in Maryland. He was thrilled to have the local arts council 
exhibit some of his black and white photographs from 
mid-Twentieth Century Brooklyn. He invited new friends 
for Seder dinner. He gardened, cooked, and volunteered 
for Community Action. He continued to take photographs 
and make functional furniture, but Bernie especially enjoyed 
crafting wooden folk art pieces.  

He created sets of wooden figures for the Ruth Enlow 
Library in Oakland, carefully researching these items to 
make them accurate. His Conestoga wagon came complete 
with barrels and chests, oxen in harness, and a young ox 
trailing along behind. In one case, he waited for thirty 
minutes with a camera glued to his eye as a television show 
on the little drummer boy provided him with the model 
he needed to carve one for the library. Other items he 
made were inspired by his own experiences or the interests 
of others, such as the wooden horse he carved for a friend 
whose daughter was an equestrian. In addition to wood 
carving, he sewed and painted to complete his pieces.

When Bernie died in 
2015, he left behind 
photographs, reflec-
tions on his life and 
other writings, and 

many handcrafted 
wooden items. 
One of his friends 

donated some of his 
work to the Garrett 
County Historical 

Society. The 
history and trans-

portation museums 
in Oakland display several 
of his pieces: a model of the 
iconic Brooklyn Bridge so 

familiar from his early years, a horse-drawn carriage, a 
trolley car, a colorful carousel, and scenes from a circus. 
His notebooks of writings, clippings, and photographs are 
currently housed in the history museum.

In one of Bernie’s pieces, he wrote that the “wanting to 
do” was still part of him in his eighties, and he hoped it 
would last as long as he did. Judging by his accounts of 
his adventures and the many pieces of art he left, his wish 
came true.

garrett county Historical Society Museum
107 South Second Street, Oakland, Maryland 21550

garrett county transportation Museum 
108 E. Liberty Street, Oakland, Maryland 21550

www.garrettcountymuseums.com

Bernie’s folk art carving of a colorful carousel can 
be seen at the Historical Museum in oakland.

Bernie’s horse-drawn carriage and trolley car can be 
viewed at the transportation Museum in oakland, Md.
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One of Jim’s first carriages, an 1889 Extension-Front 
Brougham, manufactured by J.B. Brewster & Co., was a 
gift from Aleck Sloan, the president of the Lonaconing 
Savings Bank in Lonaconing, MD. Thrasher and Sloan 
had developed a friendship after Thrasher helped Sloan 
financially when the banks failed during the 1930s. After 
Jim’s wife Mary died at the age of 43, Aleck’s gift helped 
ease the heartbroken widower’s loneliness and sparked his 
passion for collecting and restoring carriages. After his five 
children had grown, Jim traveled extensively throughout 
the U.S. and Canada to purchase carriages from auctions, 
estate sales and private collections.

The Brougham, an elegant horse-drawn, four-wheeled 
conveyance of a type once popular with stylish bachelors 

The Story
     of the Sloan Carriage

Written by: Sara Mullins          
     Photography by: Lance C. Bell

Since its humble beginnings in 1975 within a former 
school in Midland, Maryland, the Thrasher Carriage 
Museum attracted visitors interested in exploring one of 
the top five private collections of horse-drawn vehicles in 
the United States. The 50-piece collection was assembled 
over a 40-year period by James Thrasher, a prominent local 
businessman who grew up in Midland. The collection has 
since been moved and can now be seen at the Thrasher 
Carriage Museum in Frostburg, Maryland.

A blacksmith’s son, Jim was born in 1913 and spent hours 
at the family “smithy,” where he developed a life-long 
affection for horses. The oldest of eight boys and three girls, 
he worked his way from the family farm to a milk processing 
plant to local coal mines to construction sites before launch-
ing several successful businesses. By the 1950s, he had 
achieved a reputation for success and sufficient means to 
collect horse-drawn vehicles.
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around town, was designed with an 
extended front to allow two people 
to ride inside the covered carriage 
separate from the driver. The exterior, 
painted midnight black with cadmium 
yellow pinstriping, had aerodynamic 
features such as large round running 
lights trimmed in brass and beveled 
and curved front glass windows. Its 
interior had black diamond tufted 
seats made of wool with dark blue 
wool carpeting. Special options 
included silk window pull straps, gray 
rubber tires and spikes on the rear 
springs. Side window mud flaps and 
side door step covers helped prevent 
passengers from getting dust and mud 
on their clothing and shoes.

Mr. Thrasher was often seen driving 
one of his carriages, drawn by his 
beloved Morgan horses, along the road 
between Midland and Lonaconing. 
Passers-by in motorized vehicles were 
treated to a glimpse of times past 
when they saw Mr. Thrasher with his 
horse and carriage.

After his death in 1987, Allegany 
County purchased his collection, 
moved it to Frostburg, MD, and 
opened the Thrasher Carriage Museum 
in 1991 at the Depot terminus of the 
Western Maryland Scenic Railroad. 
Train passengers receive free admis-
sion to the Museum as an option 
during the layover in Frostburg before 
the train returns to the Cumberland 
Station. Mr. Thrasher’s collection 
offers visitors an opportunity to 
appreciate a forgotten way of life.

thrasher carriage Museum 
19 depot St., Frostburg, Md 21532 

301-777-7200 
alleganymuseummd.org/

thrasher-carriage-collection

Hours of operation:  January – april 
by appointment; May – october, 

noon – 2 pm Friday – Sunday; 
november – mid-december, 

noon – 2 pm Saturday & Sunday.

7313 Sharpsburg Pike, Boonsboro, MD
Open Saturdays & Sundays 1pm – 4pm 

240-420-1714
ruralheritagemuseum.org

Please join us in welcoming
Ms. Lindsey Adams and Mr. Rich Currence

to our Armstrong Insurance Family!
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Underground coal mining
  In Western Maryland ADDENDUM
Editor’s note:  In our Fall/winter 2018 Mountain discoveries, 
we featured an extensive history of coal mining in Western 
Maryland. Near the end of the article, it mentions how the 
coal miners contributed the money needed to purchase land 
for Frostburg’s Normal School #2 (the beginning of Frostburg 
State University). The names of the miners and others who 
contributed were listed in the Frostburg Mining Journal, 
January 7, 1899. We thought it fitting to list their names 
and donations here — you may notice a relative or two! 

In the final session of the Maryland Legislature in 
1898 a general appropriations bill was passed which 
included a last-minute amendment providing $10,000 
for the construction of Normal School #2 at Frost-
burg, on the condition that the town contribute an 
appropriate site for the building.
Of the thirteen lots suggested for the school, the 
Governor’s task force chose Beall’s park, a three-acre 
area bounded by Loo Street on the north, Oak Street 
on the south, and unnamed alleys on the east and west. 
The Beall family agreed to accept $2,000 for the land, 
but the Mayor and Council, when approached by 
the volunteer Normal School Committee, refused 
to make the initial contribution to the School Fund, 
saying that, since the merchants of the town would be 
the beneficiaries of the new enterprise, they should 
underwrite the costs. The committee, instead, went 
directly to the ordinary citizens, soliciting contribu-
tions from the miners as they received their pay. The 
small individual amounts, carefully noted with the 
names of the donors, and supplemented later by gifts 
from business and professional men, quickly added 
up to the required $2,000, with enough left over to 
pay expenses and to refund part of the City Council’s 
tardy donation. This list was published in the Frostburg 
Mining Journal, January 7, 1899. A copy of the news-
paper was placed in the cornerstone box of Old Main. 
This plaque is a record of the contributions of 
Frostburg’s citizens in 1898 and a memorial to those 
who are the true founding fathers of Frostburg State 
College.
              — Mary Elizabeth H. VanNewkirk

Ocean No. 7
Lord

Thomas Allen .25
George Anderson .25
John Anderson .25
Wesley Anderson .25
William Angwin $1.00
Charles Baker .25
Frank Baker .25
Jacob Boettner .25
Thomas Boyce .50
W. F. Braithwood .50
Patrick Brennen .50
William Bretsco .50
Andrew Brode  .25
George Brode .25
Stephen Budie .25
James Campbell .25
John Campbell .50
Thomas M. Campbell .25
Joseph Cesnyk .25
C. E. Cheney .25
J. W. Cherry .25
Harry Clise & Son .50
Isthan Conner .25
John J. Corrigan .25
William Cronin $1.00
Patrick Cullen .25
Joseph Cutter .50
Grant Dawson .25
Harry Deck .25
Christopher Dick .25
Nataniel Dunn .50
John H. Dunston .50
Charles Edwards .25

John Ewing  .25
William Ewing .25
Christian Festerman .25
Thomas Fitzpatrick .25
James Fleming .25
Stephen Gadra .25
John S. George .25
Reese George .25
Frank Getson .50
Thomas Gruber .50
Benjamin Gwinn .25
David Gwinn .25
William Hamilton .50
Harry Hammers  .25
William Hanson  .25
W. E. Harris .50
Jacob Hoblitzell .25
James Howie $1.00
Charles Humbertston .50
David J. Jones .25
Thomas H. Jones .25
William Kane .25
Peter Kelly .25
James Kenny .25
Thomas Kenny .25
James Kight .25
Thomas Kirk .25
William Kirk .25
George Knoyer .50
D. J. Krapf .25
Jacob Lashbaugh .50
William Lashbaugh .50
Charles Lehr .50
John Lenignel .50
Edmund Lewis .50
Lewis Lewis .25

Normal School Site Fund

Western Maryland’s coal mining heritage has been the 
focus of the Foundation for Frostburg’s coal Miner 
Memorial Statue Fund. The statue and landscaped 
park will be located between Frostburg’s C&P Depot and 
the Allegheny Highlands Trail. Tax deductible donations 
are gratefully accepted: the Foundation for Frostburg 
cMMSF, p.o. Box 765, Frostburg, Md 21532.
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Thomas W. Lewis .50
Harry Lloyd & Son .25
William Lyons .50
Henry D. Martin .25
James McDonald .25
Harford McGinn .50
James McGuire .50
Joshua McKenzie .25
W. G. McMillan .25
William McNeill, Jr. .25
James Meek .50
John Meek .25
Donald Miller .50
Laurence Miller .50
John Monahan .50
G. W. Morgan .50
J. C. Morgan .50
W. C. Morgan $1.00
Edward Morris .25
George Mowbry .25
Thomas Mowbry .25
John Nesbitt .50
Oscar Nickel .50
Frank Nicklas .50
Daniel Noland .50
James Noland .25
C. P. Offman .25
Charles Owens .25
Luther Owens .25
James Patterson .25
John Patterson $1.00
Frank Pegg .50
Thomas Perkins .25
Joseph Polanis .50
Henry Race .25
Bernard Rafferty .50
Michael Renhard .50
Robert Reede .50
John Roknisk .50
John Rupp .50
James Scollick .50
George Seifert .50
Jacob Seifert .50
John Sessock .50
Michael Shavinsky .25
Douglas Shaw .25
Joseph S. Shaw .25
Frank Short .25
James Short .25
John Skidmore .25
Matthew Skidmore .25
David Smith & Son .50
James Smith .25
John M. Smith .25
George Somerville .50
Henry Sonnenberg .50
David Spiker .50
Henry Spitznos $1.00
William Spitznos .50
John Stephens .50
Ellsworth Stevens .50
Edward Stokes $1.00
William Street .25
David Sultzer .25
John Taylor .25
William Thomas .50
Joseph Thompson .25
Thomas Thompson .25
George Walker .25
John Washington .25
Charles Weber .25
A. J. Weisner .50

William Wenk .50
Daniel Williams .25
James Williamson .50
William Williamson .25
George Winebrenner .50
Joseph Winkler .25
Otto Winkler .25
Thomas Winters .50
Joseph Zandna .50

Aggregate $57.50

Carlos
Reuben Anthony .25
James Baxter .50
John Bone .50
J. D. Brimlow $1.00
Charles Brode .50
H. Bush $1.00
John Cannon .50
William Casteel .50
James Cathcart .25
James Chapman .50
John Chapman .50
James M. Conrad .50
Cramer Bros. .50
John Cramer .50
George Cullen .50
James Cullen .50
P. Cunningham .25
Johnathan Davis .50
T. Davis & Son $1.00
Edgar E. Drew $1.00
Hugh Duncan .50
Robert Duncan .50
Owen Edwards .50
William Fairgrieve .50
David Fatkin .50
Charles Field .50
Jacob Fisher .50
John Flynn .50
John Gnoski .25
Wiliam Grimes $1.00
A. Guerzulick .25
M. Guerzulick .25
James Hamilton $1.00
Thomas Harris .25
Robert Harvey .50
Salem Hayes .25
H. C. Hitchins $1.00
James Hitchins .50
John Hitchins $1.00
R. Hitchins .50
John Hosken .50
Frank Hoye .50
John Jones .50
H. Keennan .50
Robert Keirs .50
Bartley Kilroy .25
August Kreiling .50
William Layman .50
John Llewellyn .50
C. McAlister .50
Roderick McGill .50
Alexander McGregor .50
William McGregor .50
Andrew McMannis $1.00
Alexander Middleton .25
William Muir $1.00
Edward Mullen .25
Bernard Murphy .50

Thomas Murphy .50
Gus O’Malley .50
John Ort .50
John Park .50
John Parker .50
Joseph Potter .50
D. Price .50
George Price .25
W. H. Price $1.00
Francis Rees .50
C. Roberts $1.00
Martin Roroque .50
Hugh Roroques .50
Dennis Ryan $1.00
William Schell .50
William Sittig & Son $1.00
James Stevens $1.00
George Stevens $1.00
A. Stewart $1.00
L. Tomlinson .50
Benjamin Thomas .50
John Thomas & Son $1.00
William Trapp .50
James Walker .50
William Walker .50
Samuel Watson .50
Whitefield Bros. $1.00
J. Wilderman .50
Alexander Wilson .50
John Wilson .50
Theo. Wilson .50
Joseph Winner .50
George Winter .50
William Winters .50
W. Woodworth .25

Aggregate $52.75

Eckhart
William Allen .50
James Bannatyne $1.00
Allan Barnard .25
Michael Barnard $1.00
Oliver Barnard $1.00
Thomas Barry .50
Lawrence Beall .25
Henry Betz .50
Oscar Blake .50
William Blake .25
John Board .25
Timothy Bone .50
Stephen Briner .50
Charles Close .50
Duncan Close .50
John Close .50
Thomas Close .50
James Conden .25
L.B. Conner .50
John Conroy .25
Gustavus Davis .38
John E. Davis .50
John Downton $1.00
John Dudley .25
John Dudley, Sr. .50
John Eckhart .50
Thomas Eckhart .50
Jacob Eisle .25
Leop. Eisentrout .50
Edwin Elias .50
Adolph Felsinger .50
Harmon Felsinger .50

Josiah Ford $2.00
Thomas Gracie .25
Joseph Graters .75
Frank Harmyer .25
Albert Harris .50
Amond Harvey .50
Edward Harvey .25
John Hausrath .25
Fred. Holtzsneider .50
James Hosken .25
Andrew Jackson .50
John H. Jeffries .25
Edward Jenkins .25
John Keller .25
John J. Kirby .50
John Kirby, Jr. .25
William Kirby, Jr. .25
Daniel Krapf, Sr. $1.00
George Kraus .50
Henry Kraus, Jr. .50
Herman Kreitzberg .25
William Kreitzberg .50
Conrad Kroll .25
Harmon Kroll $1.00
Jacob Kroll .50
Charles Lancaster  .50
Thomas Langford .25
Andrew Lapp $1.00
Henry Lapp $1.00
Andrew Laslo .50
Charles Latham $2.00
John J. Lewis  .25
Owen Lewis $1.00
McKee Loar $1.00
Owen Logsdon .50
Frederick Lutz .50
Joseph Marcoyshe .50
Allen McDonald $1.00
James McFarland $1.00
Angus McMullen .25
Joseph Mears .25
Samuel T. Mears .25
George Miller $1.00
Andrew Milkowsky .50
John Moore .50
George Morris .50
John D. Myers .25
Samuel Myers $1.00
Walter Myers .25
Richard Nairn .50
Joseph Neiner .25
William Odgers .50
Patrick Offton .25
Hance Petersen .25
Thomas Petersen $1.00
Philip Pfeiffer $1.00
Eli Phillips .50
A. L. Porter .50
Frederick Porter .50
George Porter .50
Owen Price, Sr. .25
George Reidler .25
George Rephonn .50
Alfred Rizer $1.00
John J. Rodda .50
William Rodda $1.00
Lewis Rong, Sr. $1.00
Lewis Rong, Jr. .50
Thomas Rowe .50
Robert Ruye .25
William Schell .50
Ernest Seifert .75
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John Seip .50
Lewis Shabot .50
William Smith .25
Aaron Snyder .50
Henry Sperry .25
Conrad Steele .50
Jacob Steele .50
Glissan Stephens .50
Job Stephens .25
John Struby .50
William Sullivan $1.00
Carl Taschenberger $1.00
George Thomas .50
Peter Thomas .37
John Tippen .25
Adam Wagner .25
Herman Wagner .25
John Walkinshaw .50
James Watson .50
Theo. Wehling .50
Conrad Weisenborn .50
Henry Weisenborn .25
Tal. Williams .50
George Wingfield .50
Alfred E. Woods .50
Samuel Woolford .25
James Wright .50
J. C. Yungerman .50

Aggregate $69.50

Ocean
Daniel Abel .25
Samuel Albright .25
G. Armstrong & Bro. .50
John Aspinall .50
Daniel Bevans .50
Patrick Blake $1.00
Henry J. Boettner .50
John Bond .25
Thomas A. Bond .50
Thos. Bond & Sons .50
Robert Brain .25
Peter Briner .50
James Broderick .50
William Broderick .25
James Burns .25
Martin Burns .25
Michael Burns .50
Miles Burns .25
Miles Burns & Bro. .25
Patrick Burns .25
Patrick Burns .50
Thomas Burns .25
William P. Burns .50
Peter Bush .25
Thomas Bush .25
Joseph Campbell .25
Michael Campbell .50
Frank Carney .25
Thomas Carney .50
Dennis Cavanagh $1.00
James Cavanagh .25
Patrick F. Cavanagh .50
John Chaney .25
Alfred Cline & Sons $1.00
Patrick Conner .25
Patrick Cronin .50
Charles Crook .50
J. E. Croston .50
James Cummings $1.00

John Cummings .50
Thomas Cummings .50
James Cunningham .25
William Downton $1.00
John Dugan .25
John Eagan .25
David Edwards .25
James Edwards .25
George H. Eisentrout .25
Henry E. Eisentrout .25
______ Evans $1.00
Edward D. Evans .50
William Evans .25
William B. Evans .25
John Farrady & Son $1.00
Thomas R Farrell .50
Joseph Firley .25
William Firley .25
George Flanagan .25
Michael Fogle .50
John Footen & Son .25
Gilbert & Brennaman $1.00
Peter Gill .25
Thomas Gill  .25
Joseph Goodrich .50
John Graney .50
William Graney .25
E. R. Grant $2.00
Robert Griffith .75
John Grimes .25
John Grimes .50
Michael Grimes .25
George Grove .25
W. Hanna .50
Richard Harris .50
George Hartig .50
Henry Hartig .50
Philip Hartig .50
Andrew Hartman .50
Isaac Hogan & Bro. .50
Holly Hollingsworth .50
James Howat .50
Joseph Howat .25
Thomas Hughes .50
Thomas F. Hughes .50
Howard Humbertson .50
William Humbertson .50
Salem Humbertson $1.00
William Jack .25
Thomas Jackson .25
Benj. Jenkins & Son .50
William J. Jones .25
August Keefer .25
Patrick Keenan .25
Alexander Keess .25
Mrs. Kelly & Son .25
Simon Kenny $1.00
Ellsworth Kerns .25
William Kiddy .25
C. Komauf .50
David Koontz .25
Charles Kreitzberg .50
George Kreitzberg .50
George Kroll .25
John Langan .50
T. C. Langsford .25
Conrad Lapp $1.00
C. Lear & Son .50
James Lewis .25
William Lewis .25
John Loar $1.00
Robert Loar $1.00

David Logsdon $1.00
Michael Manley .25
Michael Martin .25
Robert Mason .25
John McConnell .25
L. McConnell .25
Lawrence McConnell .25
Robert McFarland .25
William McFarland .50
W. R. McFarland .25
John McGady & Son $1.00
B. McGrevey .25
Barney McGrevey .25
John McGrevey .25
Owen McGrevey .25
Alexander McLuckie $1.00
Philip McMahon $1.00
D. McMurdy & Son .50
Paul McNeaney .50
Peter McNeaney .50
Alonzo Miller .50
H. Miller & Brother .50
Edward Monahan .50
Michael Monahan $1.00
Peter Monahan .50
Charles Morgan .50
Isaac Morgan .50
Joshua Morris .25
Moses Morris .25
John Muir .25
W. C. Muir & Son .50
James Murphy .25
Patrick Murphy .25
Robert Murray .25
James Nelson .25
Patrick Nelson .25
Patrick Nolan .25
John O’Brien .25
Michael O’Brien .25
W. E. Odgers .50
Daniel Offman .50
Hugh O’Rourke .25
Albert Peligan .25
G. Pfaff .25
J. R. Poland $1.00
Daniel Porter .50
Daniel Powell .50
David Powell .50
Roger Powell .25
William J. Powers  $1.00
Michael Rafferty .50
Patrick Rafferty .50
George Reid .50
Frank Riely .25
Benjamin S. Reese .50
William Roberts .25
Claude Robertson .25
D. Robertson & Son .25
James B. Robertson .50
John Rogers .25
Mrs. A. Ross & Son .50
Patrick Rourke $1.00
Frederick Rowe .25
Michael Rowan .50
J. S. & Co. $1.00
Charles Saurbaugh .50
Jacob Schmale $1.00
George Schombert .25
Robert L. Scott .25
John Seaman .25
E. J. Sevensky .50
Christian Seymore $1.00

George Seymore .50
Charles Shields .50
James Shields .50
John Shields .50
George Shoemake .25
George Smith .50
John Smith .25
Albert Spitznas .50
Daniel Stakem $2.00
James Stakem $1.00
James Stakem & Bro. .50
Thomas Stakem $1.00
George W. Stephens $1.00
Samuel Stevenson $1.00
A. J. Stewart .50
William M. Stewart .50
Charles Stites $1.00
George W. Tennant $1.00
Alexander Thomas .25
Harry Thomas .25
William Thomas .50
Joseph Timmens .25
Edward Wagus .25
Henry Wagus .25
J. William Wagus .50
John Wagus & Son .25
William Wagus .25
William E. Wagus .50
Charles Walsh .50
George B. Walter .50
Thomas Walter .25
William Walter .25
D. J. Walters $1.00
Harry Ward $1.00
John Wein .25
William Wellings .50
Peter Welsh .50
Edward Wenner .50
Albert Williams .50
Daniel Williams $1.00
George Williams .50
Richard Williams .50
Owen Wilson .25
Edward White .50
David Yates .50

Aggregate $108.50

Borden
Bowery

William Alexander .25
Henry M. Boettner .50
Conrad Brode, Jr. .25
George Chapman .50
Charles G. Cole .25
Jesse Cole .25
Alex. Conrad .50
William Conrad .50
John Cosgrove .25
Henry Cross .50
Benj. Diffinbaugh .25
David Evans .50
Thomas Gower .25
James Grose $1.50
John Grose $1.00
Charles Hager .50
Robert S. Harvey .50
Isaac G. Hawkins .50
Richard Hawkins .50
Robert Hill .50
John Kemp $1.00
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Charles Kinney .25
George Knieriem .25
Peter Knieriem .50
Charles E. Lewis .25
Theophilus Morgan .25
John C. Ort .50
David Phillips .25
John Phillips .25
John Phillips, of G. .25
William Philpot .25
James Pollock .25
James Pollock, Jr. .25
Scott Robb .25
John Roberts .25
Henry Spitznos, of C. .50
William Taylor .25
James Tennant .50
Thomas M. Thomas .50
Enoch Wade .75
John Wade .50
John E. Wade .50
Samuel Watson .50
Thomas W. Williams .50
Frank Willitts $2.00
Thomas Willitts .50
Dorie Wilson .25

Aggregate $22.00

Frostburg
Annan & Beall $1.00
R. Annan $2.00
Anonymous .50
Anonymous .50
Evan Arthur $2.00
James Aspinall $5.50
Arthur Baker $5.00
John H. Bath $5.50
Frank C. Beall $101.00
Joseph Bear $56.20
John N. Benson $1.00
J. Harry Bepler $5.50
Charles F. Betz $11.00
Daniel J. Betz $15.50
Edward L. Betz $5.50
Lewis W. Boettner $1.00
Bowen Bros. $5.50
Samuel Bowen $10.00
R. E. Boyns $10.50
Rev. Charles A. Britt $5.00
C. D. Brode $2.00
James Brown $1.00
Miss Clara Campbell $1.00
John N. Carson $1.00
John Chambers $16.00
Citizens National Bank $50.00
William Clark $1.25
Rev. S. J. Clarke $25.00
Harry B. Colborn $10.50
Lewis J. Coleman $2.00
Consolidation Coal company   
 and Cumberland and
 Pennsylvania Railroad   
 company $200.00
Henry F. Cook $1.00
J. W. Craig $1.50
James Dando $1.00
John Daniel $2.00
John Davis $1.00
Patrick Davis $1.00
Thomas G. Dillon $10.50
Division 7, A.O.H. $50.00
Mrs. Ann Donohue $5.00
Edward Dufty $5.50

William Dufty .50
Silas Duggan .25
Durst & Slick .25
Upton Edwards .50
Henry Eisel, Jr. $1.00
Eisenberg & Stern $5.50
Owen England $2.00
William Engle $10.50
________ Eubank .25
Horace G. Evans $2.00
John W. Evans .25
John Farraday $1.00
First National Bank $50.00
Fisher Bros. $11.50
Freedom Council 123, 
 Jr. O.U.A.M. $10.00
Otto Frey $5.00
Frostburg City Lodge 88, 
 K. of P. $10.00
Frostburg Cycle Club $65.00
Frostburg Illuminating 
 & Manufacturing Co. $25.00
Fuller Bros. $10.00
Gehauf & Mayer $11.00
Rev. D. W. Griffin .25
Dr. Timothy Griffith $26.00
Edward Gross $1.00
Madison Gunnett $5.00
James Hanson $5.00
John Hartig $5.00
William Harvey $2.00
Rev. A. C. Haverstick $5.50
S. Graff Haverstick $1.00
Rev. C. A. Hauser $4.00
Hay & Fersner $10.00
Thomas Hill $5.00
William G. Hiller $16.00
W. E. G. Hitchins $1.00
W. E. G. Hitchins & Co. $25.00
The Hitchins Bro’s. Co. $103.00
G. Dud. Hocking $3.00
G. H. Hocking & Sons $5.50
Nickolas T. Hocking .25
Otto Hohing .50
Dr. C. C. Jacobs $10.00
Thomas James $1.00
Orville Jarrett .25
Alfred Jeffries $1.00
Charles Jeffries $1.00
Samuel Jeffries $5.25
William H. Jeffries $1.00
Benjamin Jenkins $1.00
Thomas Jenkins $2.50
Toy Jim $1.00
George Jones $5.50
Knights of Malta $25.00
Henry Lammert $1.00
Peter Lammert $6.00
William Lewis $1.00
Samuel Mansbach .50
R. P. Mason $2.00
Joe L. Marx $5.00
Mrs. E. Mayer $10.00
Mayor and Council $250.00
G. A. Mays $10.50
John McAllister $1.00
McGann & Thompson $5.25
Dr. W. Oliver McLane $10.00
William McLuckie, Sr. $3.00
D. F. McMullen & Co. $26.00
George D. McNeill $5.00
L. N. Meadows & Co. $15.00
John S. Metzger $3.50
John G. Merrbach $2.00
Michael & Burton .50

Mining Journal $25.00
Mountain City Council 11, 
 Jr. O.U.A.M. $10.00
Mountain Lodge, 99, 
 A., F. and A.M. $20.00
Henry K. Neff $2.75
George C. Neville $5.00
C. F. Nickel $10.00
William E. Noel $1.25
John H. Odgers $10.50
Conrad Ort $5.00
P. O’Rourke $2.00
Mrs. P. O’Rourke $2.00
A. F. Parker $5.50
W. T. Parker $10.00
George E. Pearce $5.00
G. K. Pearce Drug Co. $16.00
John L. Porter $5.00
John Pressman $2.00
Dr. A. B. Price $11.00
D. D. Price $5.00
J. M. Price $5.00
Owen Price $5.00
Thomas J. Price $5.00
E. B. Pritchard $1.00
E. H. B. Pritchard $5.00
Alexander Rankin $2.00
John T. Ravenscroft $3.00
Alexander T. Reckner $5.00
W. B. Redgrave $10.00
Dr. L. L. Ritter $10.50
William Rodda $1.00
St. Mary’s Beneficial 
 Society $25.00
Robert A. Scott $1.00
Frank Schaub $1.50
Henry N. Schneider $8.50
B. T. Schofield & Sons $1.00
H. B. Shaffer Co. $25.50
J. W. Shea $1.00
Thomas Shea $2.50
Capt. John Sheridan $20.00
Hop Sing $1.00
Alexander Smith $2.25
Arthur F. Smith $2.00
Mrs. D. T. Smith .50
Dr. G. A. Smith $5.00
Hugh Spier .50
Walter B. Spill $2.00
Louis Stanton $10.75
Robert Tennant $5.00

Mrs. C. W. Thomas $1.00
George Thomas $5.00
William Thomas $5.00
C. O. Towles $11.00
George G. Townsend $25.50
Mrs. M. E. Townsend $25.00
J. N. Trussell $10.00
M. Tuvin $5.25
Christian Vogtman $2.25
Charles H. Wade $3.00
John A. Wagner .50
Charles H. Walker $5.00
Charles G. Watson $5.00
Frank Watts $5.50
Frederick Wehner $5.00
George Wehner $5.00
N. Wetmore $1.00
Toy Whing $1.00
John H. Wiegand $5.50
D. J. Williams $5.25
Henry Williams $25.50
J. B. Williams Co. $10.00
John B. Williams $5.00
Willison Bros. $25.00
J. C. Wilson & Son $2.00
Marx Wineland $41.00
G. H. Wittig & Sons $26.00
L. W. Wood $2.00
Charles C. Wright $2.00
John B. Wright .50
W. C. Wright .50
Young Bros. $1.00
Melchoir Yungerman $2.50
G. W. Zeller $5.50
J. C. Zilk .25
J. M. Zimmerly .50
Conrad Zinken $3.00

Aggregate $2,099.70

GRAND SUMMARY
Lord $57.50
Carlos $52.75
eckhart $69.50
ocean $108.50
borden $22.00
frostburg $2,099.70

GrANd totAL $2,409.95

“old Main,” which housed classrooms and a library, was 
the first campus building at State normal School no. 2. 

Photos courtesy Frostburg State University
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Fascination with flying comes to some at a 
very young age.

James Moon, current president, joined the Allegany Flying 
Club (AFC) in 1990 when he was 19, but his affinity for 
flying far pre-dated his club membership. He says he can-
not remember a time when he wasn’t interested in planes. 
As a small boy, he ran outside whenever a plane flew over. 
At around age seven, he went on a flight that he still recalls 
vividly today. James and his father flew in a friend’s small 
plane, landed on a grassy strip, and ate breakfast at Bulls 
Restaurant, a diner perched on the edge of the strip. He 
was hooked. When a friend gave him a gift of a half hour 
of flying for his seventeenth birthday, he began earning 
enough money that he could continue on his own, or as 
he calls it, “work and fly, work and fly.” James joined the 
AFC and qualified as a pilot in 1991.

As a child, AFC secretary Garth Nasser’s interest in flying 
was ignited by NASA’s space shuttle program and movies 
like Top Gun. He lived in Wiley Ford, West Virginia, 
near the Kelly-Springfield planes that were used for travel 
between corporate locations, and he frequently rode his bike 
to watch from the hillside as the planes lifted off and landed. 
One day a mechanic motioned him over and let him sit 
in the cockpit. When the pilots came out, they offered to 
take Garth on a flight. He enthusiastically accepted and 
became a passenger on a trip that went from Cumberland 
to Philadelphia to Akron and then to Pittsburgh. When 
they reached Pittsburgh, there was a delay, and Garth had 
to call his mother, who had no idea where he was, to explain 
why he would be late for dinner. This unexpected trip 
amplified his desire to be a pilot, but he had to wait until 
he was an adult to be able to pay for training.

Treasurer Brian Thoerig, who grew up in Mount Savage, 
Maryland, recalls watching airplanes overhead from the 
time he was a small child. It wasn’t until he was 29, after 
stints in the U.S. Army and college, that he pursued flying. 
He had no idea there was a flying club in the area; he 
located a flight school in Hagerstown and arranged to 
take lessons there. When his flight instructor cancelled the 
lesson, he drove home, got a cup of coffee, and browsed 
through the Cumberland paper, where he noticed a small 
ad that read, “Learn to fly.” Brian contacted the instructor, 
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A Vital Resource 
     for Area Aviators

Left group (left to right): Lissa Klueter, dave gangler, Brian 
thoerig (Treasurer), dave topper (Maintenance Officer), 

James Harsh, James Moon (President), Michael Fitch 
(Instructor Pilot/Safety Officer), and richard Kasecamp.

right group (left to right):  daniel ruth, garth nasser 
(Secretary), david Boch (former Vice President), 

aom theematananun, roy Holler, Brian Brinsfield 
(Instructor Pilot), and edward Kelly (2G4 Garrett County 

Airport Manager).
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who was local, and through this instructor learned about 
the Allegany Flying Club.

For some people, aviation begins purely as 
a recreational pastime.

The Allegany Flying Club’s vice president Mike Bachert 
had been interested in flying as a young man, but he was 
too busy building a construction firm to pursue it. His 
wife decided he worked too much and needed a relaxing 
hobby, so she bought curriculum materials and some 
lessons for him as a gift. He joined the AFC and became 
a pilot. Soon, he had an opportunity to fly for a private 
owner who could no longer fly himself. This grew into 
a full service management company for individual plane 
owners that has eclipsed his construction business and 
fully occupied Mike for more than a decade. Though air-
craft management can be demanding and time-consuming, 
his love for flying and the pleasure he derives from seeing 
his clients benefit from corporate aircraft make it satisfying 

work. Mike credits the AFC with giving him the founda-
tion he needed to do what he is doing now.  

No matter how enamored young people are with flying, 
most families do not have the means to provide their 
children with flying lessons. Many teenagers smitten with 
flying have to work for the money to join a flying club and 
get the training and air time they need. Likewise, adults 
who want to take up aviation have difficulty finding extra 
money after attending to family finances.

It can also be a challenge for both students and adults to 
find the time, the helpful mentorship of experienced pilots, 
and competent instruction, not to mention access to planes 
they can fly. In the region around Cumberland, the Allegany 
Flying Club provides an affordable and convenient way to 
pursue an interest in aviation.

Garth didn’t have the 20/20 vision required to become an 
Air Force pilot, so he worked for the railroad and volun-
teered for the fire department. When he did eventually find 
that magic combination of spare hours and dollars, his first 
attempt at learning was “absolutely miserable.” A few years 
later, after a pause to welcome a child into the family, he 
tried again, this time finding a great instructor. Both times, 
he joined the AFC in order to fly their planes and have 
some help with the learning process.

After working all over the world in several pursuits—
builder, helicopter mechanic, helicopter pilot, flight 
instructor—James Moon took a job with the Maryland 
State Police as a civilian helicopter pilot engaged in search 
and rescue, medical evacuations, and law enforcement. 
Being back in the area allowed him to return to the same 
club where he started his flying career. Today the Allegany 
Flying Club occupies the second floor of the hangar next 
to Trooper 5, where he works.  

James’ two sons have logged a lot of hours as passengers 
and plan to qualify as pilots when they’re old enough. 
Garth Nasser’s son has been bitten by the flying bug too. 
Their familiarity with the Allegany Flying Club will be a 
distinct advantage.

Though the AFC is not a flight school, being in the club 
has substantial benefits for those who want to learn to fly. 
In addition to affordable access to small planes, members 
will find help with ground training and qualified instructors 
who can help with practical training. The skill sets of 
members range from novice to experienced professional. 
Those with no or little experience will find helpful mentors 
in the club. Mike Fitch, Chief Instructor/Safety Officer, 
assists new members in getting through the “on-boarding” 
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process quickly; he connects them with an instructor if 
this is needed, and makes sure they are checked out in the 
planes so they can start or continue their training, or just 
get back to flying.

It would be difficult to find a more economical option 
than the non-profit Allegany Flying Club. Members pay 
$550 as a one-time initiation fee, $50 per month for 
membership, and $80 per logged hour to use one of the 
club’s three planes “wet” (fuel included). Only members 
can use the club’s planes; they are not rented out to non-
members. The AFC has three four-passenger planes, one 
at Garrett Airport in McHenry, Maryland, for aviators 
closer to that part of the state, and two at the Cumberland 
Regional Airport. AFC’s Dave Topper manages the process 
of keeping the club planes well-maintained and operational.  

Long-time AFC members recall aviators like Gene Light, 
treasurer for over a quarter century, who made major 
contributions to the club in the past. Current officers James 
Moon, Mike Bachert, Garth Nasser, Brian Thoerig, Mike 
Fitch, Dave Topper, and others clearly “have a heart” for the 
AFC. They feel a responsibility to carry forward the legacy 
of leaders like Gene. As Brian says, they want to ensure 
that the club still exists in a hundred years. To this end, 

they happily put in the hours and effort to strengthen the 
club that helped them fulfill their dreams of flying.

The club seeks to continually expand opportunities for 
its members. The website has been updated; it is easy to 
communicate with leaders and to find application materials 
and other information. Accounting work has been com-
puterized. The meeting schedule has been increased from 
quarterly to monthly; seminars and activities are offered, 
and refreshments are an added bonus.  

Club officers encourage all members to attend meetings 
of interest, get to know some of the other members, book 
the planes, and get into the air. It’s an easy flight to many 
wonderful destinations—Mike mentions the Bahamas, 
Key West, Myrtle Beach, and Ocean City—and sharing 
the jaunt with others makes it even more affordable.  

The AFC also welcomes all interested parties to learn 
more. Consult the website (https://afc-cbe.com/ or call 
240-580-0941) and ask questions. You are sure to receive 
a quick and friendly response.   

The Allegany Flying Club was founded in 1962 as a way 
to make flying accessible and affordable for residents of 
the area around Cumberland, Maryland. Nearly fifty years 
later, the club still strives to fulfill the same mission.

Financial Consultant

 140 East Main Street 
 Frostburg, MD 21532
 301.689.8087 office
 301.689.0078 fax
 michael.davis@lpl.com

Member FINRA/SIPC
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Over 6200 Boats Sailing
More Than 100 Active Fleets
The 19’ Flying Scot is roomy and 

remarkably stable, yet responsive. 
Her large cockpit holds 6 adults 

comfortably. Easy to trailer, simple 
to rig and can be launched in as 

little as 12” of water.

157 Cemetery Street
Deer Park, MD 21550
800-864-7208 
www.flyingscot.com

Flying Scot and the FS logo are registered trademarks of Flying Scot, Inc.

The Oakland B&O Museum Library is 
now open on the second floor of the B&O 
Station at Liberty Street in downtown Oak-
land, Maryland. The Mission of the Library 
is directed towards meeting user needs for 
effective access to a widening range of 
information resources.

Researchers will find a variety of resources in 
both print and non-print formats. All non-
print resources can be accessed in the library 
using equipment for the various 
media. Their focus is mainly on 
B&O history but a limited amount 
of information on other railroad 
lines is also available.

The Library is not handicapped 
friendly, but services are available 
by bringing requested materials 
downstairs into the station. Vol-
unteer retired librarian, Mary Jane 
Germain, will be happy to assist 

Oakland B&O 
Museum Library
 Now Open

researchers with their quests. At this 
time, items may not be checked out. 

The Library is open by appointment. 
If you are researching railroad history 
and would like to have assistance call 
Terry Helbig at (301) 616-0661 to 
make an appointment.

DEEP CREEk LAkE
& SuRROuNDING AREAS
12 South Third St., Suite 4

Oakland, MD 21550

855• GET• MTEk
www.M-TEk.biz
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When President Franklin 
D. Roosevelt took office in 
1933, he was faced with the 
daunting tasks of rebuilding 
the economy and lifting the 
deflated spirits of Americans 
in the aftermath of the Great 
Depression. To meet this 
enormous and complex 
challenge, he launched the 
New Deal, which was a series 
of programs that included 
public work projects, new 
regulations and financial reforms. The New Deal ended 
in 1942 when the United States became embroiled in 
World War II. In less than a decade, the New Deal created 
a legacy of transformation both physical and intangible 
that helped to improve Americans’ standard of living and 
restore their faith in government.   

In Allegany and Garrett Counties, five New Deal programs 
made possible a variety of projects that have improved the 
quality of life for area residents and visitors. The Citizens 
Conservation Corps (CCC) put unemployed young 
men, many without skills, to work on rural and park 
improvements. The Public Works Administration (PWA), 
an economic recovery program, paid private contractors to 
support large-scale infrastructure projects such as highways, 
buildings, housing and natural resource conservation. 
The Work Projects Administration (WPA) hired the 
unemployed to support arts and services such as historic 
preservation, libraries and social science research. The 
Federal Works Agency (FWA), which oversaw the PWA 
and WPA, sought to increase efficiency and reduce costs. 
And the Treasury Section of Fine Arts (TSFA) supported 

  A New Deal for 
Allegany & Garrett Counties in Maryland:   
   The Legacy Lives On
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top: the Frostburg retaining wall has stood the 
test of time for over 80 years.

inset: Frostburg retaining wall wpa workers in 1938.

the purchase of artworks to decorate federally owned 
structures and post offices through a competitive process. 
The following is a listing and description of New Deal 
projects supported by these programs in both counties. 

Allegany County: 

Frostburg Retaining Wall:  Built as a WPA project in 
1938 when Horace G. Evans served as mayor, the Frostburg 
Retaining Wall features attractive stonework while it stabi-
lizes residents’ front yards along Main Street. 
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Fort Hill High School in Cumberland:  Fort Hill was a 
beneficiary of a collaboration between the PWA and WPA. 
The PWA was involved with construction of the main 
school structure while the WPA’s efforts supported the 
football stadium, tennis courts and surrounding grounds. 
A WPA funding package of $60,000 was a catalyst for 
construction of the stadium. 

Green Ridge State Forest in Flintstone:  Maryland’s 
second largest state forest offers visitors a wide range of 
outdoor recreational activities. The CCC supported Green 
Ridge’s first forest management activities, with a primary 
focus on fire control. Other projects supported roads, trails 
and recreation. Today the state manages the forest to enhance 
its future timber and wildlife potential. 
 
Garrett County: 

Oakland Post Office and Mural:  An FWA project, the 
post office features a green metal roof and a yellow brick 
exterior. Inside, a mural above the Postmaster’s door depicts 
a scene of rural life by artist Robert F. Gates. Funding 
for the artwork, completed in 1942, came through the 
competitive TSFA program. 

Oakland Golf Course:  This 9-hole golf course was con-
structed by WPA workers in 1937 in response to a petition 
from more than 100 Oakland citizens to the town’s mayor 
and town council. In 1939, the WPA made a number of 
improvements and in 1941, constructed a club house and 
substantially improved the course with updated infra-
structure and shrubbery. 

top:  Fort Hill High School today with greenway avenue 
Stadium. the stadium, with recently remodeled home side 

bleachers, concession stands and artificial turf, is shared 
by both Fort Hill and allegany High Schools.

inset:  Fort Hill High School under construction. 
wpa workmen grading the areas in and around the 

future football stadium, december 1935. 
the pwa main building is in the background.
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above:  the oakland post office mural is located 
inside above the postmaster’s door. it depicts a 
scene of rural life by artist robert F. gates.

Left: the oakland post office was an Fwa project 
completed in 1940.

Below left:  the oakland golf course was constructed 
by wpa workers beginning in 1937 with improve-
ments made in 1939 and 1941.

Below right:  new germany State park is a popular 
spot for swimming, fishing, camping, hiking and 
more. in the 1930s the ccc built a recreational build-
ing, cabins and picnic shelters.
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Herrington Manor State Park:  By constructing 
a dam on Herrington Creek, the CCC created a 
lake that serves as the central focus of the Park. 
Other structures include rental cabins, pavilion 
and concession building. Completed in 1942, the 
park offers a wide range of year-round recreational 
activities. 

Savage River State Forest:  In the 1930s, the 
CCC assisted the forest service with suppressing 
fires, planting trees, building trails, and constructing 
facilities for recreational activities. The CCC also 
assisted with early snow skiing activities in an area 
that eventually became New Germany State Park.

New Germany State Park:  Soon after the state of 
Maryland acquired the park’s property in the 1930s, 
the CCC built a recreation building, cabins and 
picnic shelters that are still in use today. 

Swallow Falls State Park:  In 1906, brothers 
Robert and John Work Garrett donated the land 
that became this popular park to the citizens of 
Maryland. In 1933, the CCC constructed an 
administrative building, pavilion and restroom that 
are still in use. Many consider Swallow Falls to be 
one of the most beautiful parks in the country. 

After more than 75 years, these New Deal projects 
endure in Western Maryland.

Left:  Herrington Manor State park 
— in 1933 ccc workers constructed 
the lake by damming the Herrington 
creek. Structures include rental 
cabins, pavilion and concession 
building.

Below:  Swallow Falls State park — 
Muddy creek Falls at 53 feet is 
the largest of three falls in the 
park (top). the pavilion and other 
structures were built in 1933 (middle 
and bottom). the large pavilion has 
massive stone fireplaces at each 
end and is still in use today.



On September 24, 2002, President Bush signed into law 
the Flight 93 National Memorial Act. The Act created a new 
national park unit to commemorate the passengers and 
crew members of Flight 93 who, on September 11, 2001, 
courageously gave their lives thereby thwarting a planned 
attack on our nation’s capital. The memorial is located near 
Shanksville, Pennsylvania, where Flight 93 crashed with 
the loss of its 40 passengers and crew members. 

Standing sentinel at Flight 93 National Memorial is a 
93-foot concrete tower which will hold 40 aluminum wind 
chimes in honor of the 40 on Flight 93. Known as the 

A living memorial to honor
the passengers and crew members 
aboard Flight 93

Flight 93 National Memorial

Tower of Voices

“Tower of Voices” and built on a mound surrounded by 
white pine trees at the entrance to the 2,200-acre national 
park, the tower is meant to set the tone for the memorial 
experience of the visitors. Each chime, ranging from five to 
ten feet in length, is tuned to 40 different pitches, symbolic 
of each person’s unique voice.

Paul Murdoch, architect of Flight 93 National Memorial, 
said the tower is basically a 93-foot-tall musical instrument. 
“We wanted to do something in sound as part of the 
memorial because the last memory of many of the passengers 
and crew members was through their voices on the phone 
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calls they made from the plane,” said Mr. Murdoch. “We 
also wanted to be using the natural forces of this site to 
create sounds that would change all the time. The chimes 
are tuned to certain notes, but the sounds will change as 
the wind activates them.

“The tower is meant to be heroic in stature, while the 
sounds are meant to be personal and intimate,” he said. 
“So, on the one hand, there is the heroic action of these 
people working together. On the other hand, there were 
40 different people involved, which are represented by the 
40 chimes.”

Field-testing on the eight prototype wind chimes that were 
installed at the Tower of Voices last September remains 
ongoing. “Continued development and refinement of the 
chime assembly design is progressing with the next phase 
of full-scale mock-up testing. The scale, complexity and 
uniqueness of the chime system requires a back-and-forth 
and open-ended process of design to ensure that all of the 
performance requirements are met before installing the 
forty chimes in the Tower of Voices,” said Paul Murdoch. 
The ongoing tests and commitment to ensuring the success 
of the wind chimes has extended the timetable for com-
pletion of this world class memorial. “While the timeline 
is longer than anticipated, we are committed to providing 
a chime system that appropriately honors each of the 
passengers and crew members and will stand the test of 
time,” said Flight 93 National Memorial Superintendent 
Stephen Clark. 

Other components of the National Memorial include a 
concrete and glass visitor center which serves as the 
educational hub of the memorial, featuring traditional and 
interactive exhibits, photos and stories from eye-witnesses. 
The visitor center opened on September 10, 2015, and 
is situated on a hill overlooking the crash site along with 
the white marble Wall of Names. An observation platform 
at the visitor center and the white marble wall are both 
aligned beneath the flight path of Flight 93.

Flight 93 national Memorial is open seven days a 
week from sunrise to sunset. 

the Visitor center is open 9:00 am – 5:00 pm. 
For more information see www.nps.gov/flni

or phone (814) 893-6322.

top:  a beautiful sunset during construction of the 
tower of Voices.

Middle:  Looking inside the tower of Voices where the 40 
wind chimes will be installed. the chimes are constructed 

of polished aluminum tubes ranging 8-16 inches in 
diameter and approximately five to ten feet in length. 

Bottom:  inside the Visitor center where the story of 
9/11/2001 unfolds via multimedia interactive displays. 

 M o u n t a i n   D i S C o v e r i e S 59

PH
O

TO
 B

Y
 L

A
N

C
E 

B
EL

L



 Gus Delawder, Lake Cleveland, 
 the Maryland Fish Commission, and the 
   Early Conservation Movement
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In 1886, President Cleveland married Frances Folsom and 
the couple honeymooned near Oakland, Maryland, at a 
cottage in fashionable Deer Park. One of the President’s 
activities was fishing at Gus Delawder’s fishing resort, which 
was later named Lake Cleveland in his honor. In 1902, 
President Teddy Roosevelt sent his wife, his 15-year-old 
son, and Gifford Pinchot, future Chief of the United States 
Forest Service, to Garrett County on a fact-finding mission. 
This group also visited Lake 
Cleveland and enjoyed some 
fishing. The visits of the 
Cleveland and Roosevelt 
parties, covered extensively 
in newspapers and magazines 
of the day, illuminate an 
important era in American 
understanding of fisheries 
and forests. 

The 1800s, a time of signif-
icant change in Western 
Maryland, led to the begin-
ning of a conservation 
movement that continues 
today. Garrett County 
resident Gus Delawder 
(1826-1906) played an 
important role in an 
increasing awareness of the 
need for sensible manage-
ment of natural resources.

Prior to the nineteenth 
century, Western Maryland, 
as well as the surrounding 
territory, was a heavily 
forested, mountainous 
wilderness, used primarily as hunting grounds by Native 
Americans and a travel route for traders. In the mid-1700s, 
a few settlers moved into the area and began to clear forested 
land for agriculture. The settlers also hunted, trapped, and 
fished, using and selling the products of their labor.  

Advances in transportation accelerated the pace of industry 
in this region. The National Road (Route 40), completed 
in 1817, connected the eastern and western parts of Mary-
land, and paved the way for future development of land 
west of the mountains.

The Chesapeake & Ohio Canal (with President John 
Quincy Adams turning the first shovelful of dirt on July 

4, 1828, in Georgetown) ran from Washington, D.C., to 
Cumberland, Maryland. The C&O Canal operated from 
1831 to 1924, primarily moving coal from the Allegheny 
Mountains east to port cities for shipping.

Also on July 4, 1828, ground was broken for the Baltimore 
and Ohio Railroad, with 91-year-old Charles Carroll, the 
last surviving signer of the Declaration of Independence, 

presiding over the ceremonies. 
The line gradually expanded 
westward through Maryland, 
reaching Cumberland, and, 
after a pause to resolve dis-
putes about the route, onward 
through Westernport and 
Oakland, Maryland, to 
Wheeling, West Virginia, 
and ultimately to Chicago, 
Illinois.

This improved access had 
two major effects on Western 
Maryland. First, massive 
amounts of timber, coal, 
and other freight were 
shipped and sold. Second, 
wealthy, influential residents 
of Baltimore, Washington, 
Philadelphia, Cincinnati, 
Richmond, and other 
nearby cities traveled to 
Oakland to enjoy the 
mountain climate, especially 
as a summer escape from 
hot, humid weather. Some 
of the best mountain resorts 
in the world flourished 

during these years in the communities around Oakland, 
Maryland.

The increasing industrialization of the natural resources 
of Western Maryland resulted in serious environmental 
issues. In what is now Garrett County, it is estimated that 
forests originally covered 96 percent of the land. Within a 
few decades, extensive logging and clearing of land for 
habitation and agriculture left less than one third of this 
forest, leading to extensive soil erosion. Coal mines resulted 
in acidified water that drained into streams of the Yough-
iogheny watershed. Tanneries, pulp mills, and other 
industries contributed to water pollution also, as did raw 
sewage from growing towns.  

Fly fishing on the Savage river in
garrett county, Maryland.
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In Western Maryland, just as in the rest of the eastern 
states, thriving fisheries had long been an economic boon. 
The famous frontiersman of Garrett County, Meshach 
Browning, wrote about years earlier finding “hundreds of 
trout” jumping out of a stream he was wading through. “Just 
as fast as I could bait my hook, and let it into the water, I 
pulled out the largest kind of trout.” On that occasion he 
counted 47 trout, caught in a short time. By 1859, when 
Browning published his memoir, fish populations were 
declining noticeably. By 1870, most eastern fisheries were 
nearly depleted, and this became a matter of concern to 
leaders of the day.

In Maryland, Governor Oden Bowie realized that the 
scarcity of fish and seafood in the state’s 
waterways was causing serious financial 
losses. He turned to Fish Commissioner 
of New York State Robert B. Roosevelt, 
uncle of Teddy Roosevelt and the country’s 
foremost expert in what was then called 
pisciculture. Roosevelt was brought to 
Maryland to address the legislators, and 
they were convinced restoring fisheries 
was a worthwhile project. They set aside 
money to train candidates with practical 
experience, though it took a few years to 
find qualified candidates for the positions.  

The Maryland Fish Commission began 
operations in 1874 with two commis-
sioners to cover the entire state. By 1884, 
Gus Delawder, a prominent citizen of 
Oakland, Maryland, was appointed fish 
commissioner for the western part of the 
state. His territory stretched from Balti-
more to the western edge of the state in 
Garrett County, which had just separated 
from Allegany County in 1872. 

Delawder was a civic leader, serving a 
term as “burgess” of Oakland, and being 
one of three members of the first school 
board named in Garrett County. He was 
employed as an agent of the B&O Rail-
road for thirty years, was married, and 
had four surviving children when he died. 
Though surprisingly little is known about 
most of his pursuits, Delawder gained 
a measure of fame for his work as a fish 
commissioner and as a guide for hunters 
and anglers in Garrett County.

The influx of tourists created an opportunity for businesses 
centered on recreation in the area.  Delawder and T. 
Harrison “Harry” Garrett (son of John Work Garrett, 
president of the B&O Railroad) bought a thousand acres 
of land and by 1883 constructed a dam where Deep Creek 
and Cherry Creek met, creating a large, scenic lake. On its 
shores, they built a comfortable lodge. Sadly, T. H. Garrett 
died in 1888 at age 39 in a boating accident; in his memory, 
his room was kept furnished as he left it. Delawder welcomed 
guests interested in hunting and fishing with a knowledge-
able guide. Accounts by newspaper reporters and guests of 
the lodge provide some idea of what it was like and some 
interesting stories about Delawder.

an 1898-99 Maryland and U.S. geodetic Map sketch. in 1883 gus delawder and 
Harry garrett bought a thousand acres of land and constructed a dam where 

deep creek and cherry creek met, creating cleveland Lake or delawder pond. 
on its shores they built a hunting and fishing lodge and camp for guests.
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An article from 1886 rates Delawder’s spring-fed mountain 
lake, nestled between two mountains, as the finest place in 
the country for feeding and maintaining native mountain 
speckled trout, plus the fish that Delawder had stocked in 
it in 1883: rainbow trout from Cali-
fornia, and land-locked salmon from 
Maine. Delawder planted wild grasses 
along the edges of the lake for the 
health of the water and also to attract 
birds. The spacious cabin the men built 
was constructed without any nails; only 
nuts and bolts were used. Other features 
of the camp included an ice house, a 
buggy shed, a large garden, and several 
types of boats, including a miniature 
steamboat for pleasure excursions. The 
camp formed a lush natural habitat for 
creatures of land, water, and air, and a 
paradise for hunters and anglers.

Delawder preferred to sit in a rocking 
chair while fishing because he believed 
it brought him good luck; he was a 
trustee at his church, but nearly lost his 
position because he sometimes couldn’t 
resist fishing on Sunday; he kept a barrel 
of local rye whiskey in his bedroom 
and dispensed it to favored guests; and 
he was an excellent cook who prepared 
delicious meals for hunting and fishing 
parties. Delawder was described as a 
large man with a ruddy complexion, a 
perpetual smile, and a twinkle in his eyes. 
He could not be hurried by anything 
“short of a bear,” and one sportsman 
wrote that Delawder’s presence made 
one forget the fatigue of hunting. 

Delawder was widely acknowledged 
for his hunting and fishing prowess. An 
1893 national outdoor sports magazine’s 
discussion of ruffed grouse and wood-
cock notes that these birds are generally only found in the 
“glades of the mountain counties,” where “phenomenal  bags” 
of both birds have been made by area hunters, including 
Gus Delawder, State Fish Commissioner. A memoir, pub-
lished in 1896, recounted a local man’s story about catching 
a huge fish, which he described as being as big as his 
kitchen table. Upon examination of the table, his friends 
concluded that it was as big as a hand saw, but not as big 

as a cross-cut saw. The writer then wonders what “Dick 
Browning and Gus Delawder” will think of this fish tale.

Though less publicized, the accomplishments of Delawder 
during his tenure as Maryland fish commissioner were at 

least as important. The United States had 
established a U.S. Fish Commission in 
1871, due largely to the efforts of R. B. 
Roosevelt. It was headed by Spencer F. 
Baird (famed naturalist and first curator 
of the Smithsonian Institution) until 
his death in 1887. The Commission’s 
mandate was to investigate the causes 
of the decline in aquatic populations, 
to recommend remedies, and to oversee 
restoration of the fisheries. Many states, 
such as Maryland, created fish commis-
sions at the state level. Delawder served 
as Western Maryland Fish Commissioner 
from 1884 through 1891.  

The fish commissioners undertook a 
major effort to hatch fish and stock the 
streams of the state. The early years of 
fisheries work were filled with trial and 
error to determine the safest way of 
trapping fish, harvesting eggs, fertilizing 
them, transporting them, introducing 
them to streams, and determining what 
breeds worked best. Fish commissioners 
kept extensive records, communicated 
with the public (especially those who 
fished), wrote reports, and attended 
conferences and workshops to learn 
from each other.

There were numerous challenges to 
overcome. Water temperatures might 
be too cold, or drought would lower 
water volume in the streams. Some 
types of fish didn’t adapt well to the 
new habitats. At first, nearly all the fish 
being brought from a distance died in 

transit. Fish that needed to return to their original body 
of water to spawn might be hindered by dams. In places, 
polluted or heavily silted water killed the new stock. Some 
methods of fishing injured the fish, took too many at one 
time, harvested the fish about to spawn before they could 
reproduce, or damaged the stream bed.

Fish commissioners designed equipment and developed 
techniques that worked for these various tasks. They learned 

robert B. roosevelt, 
uncle of teddy roosevelt and Fish 
commissioner of new York State, 

was brought to Maryland to 
address the legislators, convincing 
them that restoring fisheries was 

a worthwhile project.

Spencer F. Baird 
(first curator of the Smithsonian 

Institution) headed the first
U.S. Fish commission in 1871. 
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which breeds would thrive in Maryland’s waterways, and 
which would be accepted by consumers. They built fish 
ladders over dams. Delawder worked with the hatchery 
at Druid Hill Park in Baltimore and then found a way to 
successfully hatch in Garrett County to avoid transporting 
the young fish two hundred miles.

Fish commissioners advocated for measures that would 
keep streams healthy for fish such as avoiding clear-cutting 
and replanting when logging was done; and reducing 
runoff from industries such as tanneries and pulp mills. 
Delawder was one of the first people to speculate about 
the impact of these practices on human health. In an 
1890 report, Gus noted that research should be done to 
determine how the material draining into the Potomac 
damaged fish and what could be done about it, not only 
for the sake of the fish that served as an important food 
supply, but also for the benefit of the “inhabitants of the 
two cities drawing their principal supply of water from 
this stream”:  Cumberland and Washington, D.C.

Another important measure was to manage fishing to 
protect the fish population. Delawder and the other fish 
commissioners advised that no fishing should be allowed 
during spawning season, and that certain equipment and 
methods (such as chemicals that caused explosions to kill 
fish) should be banned. In some cases, there should be a 
limit on the catch. 

To enforce these laws, they suggested licensing fees, game 
wardens, and fines sufficient to be a true deterrent. Though 
these measures were resisted by citizens initially, Delawder 
commented that attitudes shifted as results became known; 
people began to see the benefits to having regulations that 
would increase the fish population. Through the efforts 
of these early fish experts, fisheries were indeed restored, 
returning to production of significant profits and a plentiful 
food supply.

The meticulous records of the early fish commissioners 
still exist in archives. Their work has been carried on by 
generations of fisheries experts. Richard T. Browning, 
grandson of outdoorsman Meshach Browning, succeeded 
Delawder as fish commissioner of Maryland’s “Western 
Shore.” Browning, with the help of government funding, 
created another lake in Garrett County, very near Lake 
Cleveland, and named it Lake Brown in honor of the then 
Maryland governor.  

top two photos:  a brown trout (top) and a brook trout —
dnr fish managers work with army corps of engineers 

and the Upper potomac river commission, which manages 
the Savage river dam, to implement guidelines for cold 

water releases to maintain optimum trout habitat.

Bottom two photos:  today, the department of natural 
resources continues to assess and improve fisheries in the 

United States. in western Maryland, the Bear creek 
Hatchery continues this important work, raising rainbow 

trout and golden trout (bottom) among others.
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In 1967, a history of the fish commission in Maryland was 
compiled and published by Albert Powell, Superintendent 
of Hatcheries in Maryland for over 40 years. The young 
Albert had lived next door to a hatchery developed in 1916 
in Lewistown, near Frederick, Maryland. He became so 
interested in fish that he spent his entire career working 
with them. A later fish hatchery he developed in Hagers-
town is named for him. 

The government agency 
overseeing fisheries has 
changed several times. 
Today, the Department 
of Natural Resources 
continues to assess and 
improve fisheries in the 
U.S. In Western Mary-
land, the Bear Creek 
Hatchery, built in the 
1920s, continues this 
important work.

Delawder eventually 
retired to his beloved 
Lake Cleveland lodge, 
and died there in 1906. 
The lodge burned in 
1918, and the lake was 
absorbed into the much 
larger Deep Creek Lake 
when it was constructed 
in the 1920s. Though the 
man and the resort are gone, both served as vital compo-
nents of the rise of conservation in the United States. 

Cleveland’s visits brought Western Maryland to the attention 
of the whole United States. Teddy Roosevelt, enthusiastic 
proponent of wild places, had learned to care about con-
servation at least partly due to his Uncle R. B. Roosevelt’s 
influence. During his campaign swing through Garrett 
County in 1899, he observed the devastation of formerly 
forested land, and his deputizing Gifford Pinchot to visit 
Delawder’s lodge was influential in his administration’s 
efforts to restore the nation’s forests.   

Other notable people contributed to the growing conser-
vation movement. In the early 1900s prominent figures 
such as Thomas Edison, Henry Ford, Harvey Firestone, 
John Burroughs, and President Warren G. Harding made 
deluxe camping trips in scenic Garrett County. Within a 

few years, Swallow Falls State Park and some of the other 
places these men visited became government preserves, 
accessible to all. Ordinary people began to take advantage 
of opportunities to experience nature and to value their 
country’s wildlife and natural places.  
The seeds for the American conservation movement were 
sown primarily in the 1800s. Among the many individuals 

Left to right:  Henry Ford, thomas edison, president warren g. Harding, 
and Harvey Firestone camping in western Maryland in 1921.

who contributed to this effort, Western Maryland can 
proudly claim fish commissioner Gus Delawder, who 
helped ensure that anglers today can still catch and eat fish 
from our waterways, and that fisheries continue to be an 
important part of our economy.  

For those interested in seeing how fish are hatched, the 
Albert M. Powell Hatchery (20901 Fish Hatchery Rd., 
Hagerstown, MD 21740; phone: 301-791-4736, ext. 106, 
or 301-393-5940, ext. 105) welcomes visitors Monday 
through Friday, 9:00-3:30.  

For those interested in the history of the conservation 
movement, the Maryland Conservation Agency Museum 
(20990 Keadle Road, Boonsboro, MD  21713) can be 
visited by appointment. Call Lt. Gregory L. Bartles, Ret., 
at 240-500-0077.
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107 South Second Street, Oakland, MD
  301-334-3226

www.garrettcountymuseums.com
Transportation Museum

Liberty Street, Oakland, MD
301- 533-1044

Both Museums Open During 
Autumn Glory!

Hours:  Monday – Saturday 10 am – 3 pm
See website for Winter Hours
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Send us PHOTOS of Old Signs 
(preferably with you or a family 

member in the photo) and we’ll publish 
a collection in upcoming Mountain 

Discoveries. If photo was taken while 
traveling, send location of signs.

Original signs only — no reproductions, please. 
Email to: kathie@aad-inc.com

Questions, call 301-759-2707






